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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TA E following Sermons, 
publiſhed for the benefit of 
the Author's family, were never 
| adapted by him for the preſs, 
nor indeed compoſed with any 
ſuch view, It is hoped there- 
fore, that the candour of cri- 
ticiſm will overlook, or at leaſt 
pardon, the inaccuracies it may 
diſcover, and not try the fol- 
lowing pages by thoſe rules 
which are uſually and juſtly 
applied to works publiſhed 
during the life, and with the 
corrections of their author, 
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are they who hunger and _ wy 
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| Secondly, The PIES) felicity 
Promiſed to thoſe who praftiſe this 
virtüe, for they ſhall be filled, 8 


* * 


vol. I, B Neither 
* * 
2 ». * * 
3 8 
* 
* i 


Ve are they 29 70 do Mg and. 
. .thirft after. e 25 * * 


N theſe words we "Mir, twa 1 


SERMON f 


Neither of thein is without its diffi- 
culty ; ; and becauſe, I apprehend, this 
text is not rightly underſtood, neither 


by the generality of readers, nor in- 


terpreters, I propoſe in the preſent 
diſcourſe to explain what ſeems ry me 
to be its true ſenſe and mo 


- ”  —_ 
* \ _ , 
4 * 


in with chen virtue Bc 


Je begin 


8 the word Righteouſneſs is uſed 
in ſeveral ſenſes in the New T elta. 


ment, which has occaſioned A - Va- © 


 riety of i interpretations ag - the 


meaning of it in this place. I ſhall | 


conſider them diſtinctly, that we may 


.the better underſtand the. lem Þ of 


the, text 


MR then, n ſome⸗ 
times uſed in a borrowed law ſenſe, 
| not for real, but impyeed, Righteouſ- 

| 11 Fw 9 's >; 


. 
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SERMON I. 3 
neſs; when a man is cleared in judge- 


ment, whether by ſtanding upon his 
juſtiſication, or by pleading his par- 
don. This laſt is the -righteouſneſs 
of faith in Chriſt, by which we are 
juſtified before God; and though it 1s 
not uſed in this ſenſe in the goſpels, 


nor any where elſe in the New Teſta- 


ment, except in St. Paul's epiſtles; 
yet, becauſe this is a very deſirable 
thing, and therefore a proper object 
for our ſpiritual hunger and thirſt, it 
has been pitched upon as the ſenſe, 
by ſundry well- meaning interpreters. 
But for two or three reaſons, I think 
it cannot be the Righteouſneſs here 
‚ͤ‚ H ·Ü—Ü»]0 ĩ 0 {4 FH, 


Firſt, we may obſerve, that when 
Righteouſtieſs is to be underſtood 


in this borrowed law ſenſe, the 
5 . ER —@ 
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apoſtle generally adds ſome words for 
the explication of it, calling it, the 
Righteouſneſs of faith; or, the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God; or, Righteouſneſs 
imputed ; but ufes not the word alone, 
without ſome addition, or previous, or 
concomitant deſcription,” from which 
we may know that it is to be deter- 
mined to _— t. | 


, . 


ly It f is not vety ebe ie, 
before the ddatine” T JufiGearion by 
faith in Chriſt was as yet preached or 
taught, our Saviour would have uſed 
the word Righteouſneſs in this bor- 
rowed ſenſe, as knowing it muſt needs, 
at that time, be altogether unintelli- 
8 to his hearers. 


| ny; Ithiok it m appear plain to 
any attentive reader, that it is not the 
| doctrine 


TERMON L © 5% 
doctrine of juſtification, but he doc- 
trine of ſanctiſication, or new life, 
which our Lord in this chapter is en- 
deavouring to inculcate upon his diſ- 
ciples and auditory, as a neceſſary 
pre-requifite, or diſpoſition for the 
evangelical ſtate; and, therefore, it 
| ſeems no way agreeable to the ſcope 
| of the place, to recommend as yet the 

Fre of Chriſt's imputed _— 
wad | 


The wail Righteouſbls er 1 
think, muſt be taken here in a moral 
ſenſe; but even thus, it is uſed wider 
or narrower in the holy ſeriptures. 
Sometimes by Righteouſneſs is meant 
that univerſal Righteouſneſs, conſiſt- 
ing in a fincere endeavour to comply 
with the whole duty of man; and 
ſometimes the particular virtue of 

B 3 juſtice, 


„ 


juſtice, which gives every man his 
due. Now, it is the firſt of theſe 
which interpreters moſt commonly 
take to be meant in this place; and, 
according to them, the meaning of the 
words, Bleſſed are they that hunger and _ 
thirſt after Righteouſneſs, for they ſhall 

be filled, is, as if our Lord had ſaid, 
Bleſſed are they who have an earneſt 
deſire after holineſs, for they ſhall not 
miſs of their aim, but ſhall certainly 
attain that for which they ſo ear- 


e. N 


But, though this i is a true 1 | 
and a very pious ſenſe, yet, when 1 
- conſider the ſcope of the place and the 
context, I muſt be of opinion againſt 
the greater number of interpreters, | 
that by juſtice, or Righteouſneſs here, 
Is meant the particular virtue of juſtice 


or 


P 1 7 
2 * 
ec - £9} = 


N . AON 1 1 

or ag and that by being filled 
br datisfied, is meant their having 

_ enough, or their enjoying a good com- 
petency of the bleflings of this world; 
or, in hort, chat their honeſty ſhall 

not itipoverifh them, but that it ſhall 

prove the beſt way to Increaſe and 
preſerve even their temporal intereſts. wy 
My reaſons for this interpretation are 5 
theſe thres : T4731 * 4 Ieh ni renz | 


ſt All the other beatitudes are 
te virtues; and therefore it 
is moſt probable that this word, 
Rightenuſneſs, in the text, which may 
very properly be rendered n, is 
Wer a nen virtue. 125 


Wee This better FR our Sa- 
viour's ſcope and intent, which was, 2 
to correct the bad diſpoſitions of mind 
his hearers were under with relation * 
B 4 to 
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meration 
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| wann date; Now, c obe po · 
torious bad diſpoſition, of mind they + 
indulged, . was, that they expected, 
by the way of fighting and conqueſt, * 
to invade other men's polkeſſions. The 
covetonſneſs of this, our Sar 
| viour had corredted i in atldther beati- 
tude, where. he recommends poverty | 
of ſpirit, and the.i injuſticę of i it he re⸗ 
F in the preſent « 93 


Adly. Here is a Elec catalogue, of 
; 00 virtues. enumerated. ; in theſe 
eight, deatitudes; now, how impro- 


bable is ĩt that one of the eight ſhould 


| comprebend the whole? Beſides, let 
it be tried in other places of the New 
Teſtament, where there is any enu- 
of par ticular virtues, and 

it will be found, that wherever the 


ooh mw Po ws ſneſs;: is 
brought 


. 
* 7 
* 5 «a. 
* 


E EMOoN L. 9 
p brought i in, it is by common conſent 
of interpreters underſtood to be the 
particular virtue of juſtice. Iſhall men- 
tion two of theſe - catalogues, . beſides 
mis of my text, where this virtue of juſ- 
; tice, er Rightsouſneſs, makes a part; 
nnd in both theſe it is the particular 
VUrtue of juſtice that is meant and re- 
ctommended. The firſt is in the ſixth 
1 of the firſt ępiſtle to Timothy. 
Butthou, O man of Gad, flee theſe things, 
* - (he had been ſpeaking of the fins of 
covetouſneſs); and then he adds, and "2 
follow after Righteouſneſs," 'godlineſs, "5M 
faith, laue, patience, mec hne. , Where | 
we ſee he recommends to Timothy fix 
* yirtues, (as oppoſite to covetouſ- 
© nels) and Righteouſneſs, that is, juſ- 
tice, at the head of them. The ſecond 
is in 2 Tim. chap. ii. where; diſ- 
E from youthful luſts; Flee, ali, 
youthful yy 


. | a 


Ko W * i 
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youthful lufts; ſays he, but follow Rigbre-. 
oufnefs, faith, charity, 'peace, with them 
that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 
— Now is there not in theſe eight be- 
| atitudes as great a catalogue of virtues 
as is enumerated in any of the other 

peſſages, of which catalogue this virtue 
is but one? In the other paſſages, it is 
underſtood in the ſenſe of the Particular 
virtue of juſtice, and why not in this 
for the ſame reaſons? I conclude then, 
that when our Saviour faith. here, ; 
| Bleſſed are they that hunger and thir/t 
after Righteouſneſs, or juſtice, the 
ſenſe is, as if he had ſaid, Ye ima- 
gine the followers of the Meſſiah ſhall 
conquer great cities and countries; 
that by no other right or title, beſides 
that of the ſword, they ſhall invade 
the wealth and poſſeſſions of other 
men; and ye are puſhed: on with as 


eager 


by” | — 


SERMON E 1 


, eager deſires after theſe things, as an 
hungry man hath after meat, or a 


thirſty man after drink: but ye are 


under a great miſtake, the kingdom of 
the Meſſiah abhors every thing that is 
wrongful or unjuſt; and, therefore, 
if ye deſign to be good ſubjects of that 
kingdom, inſtead of longing after 
your neighbour's goods and poſſeſſions, 
deſire above all things, honeſt hearts, 
free from all ſiniſter bias and affection; 
deſire, in ſhort, that ye may have both 
the judgment to know, and the incli- 
nation to do right and juſtice to all 
mankind.” 
. The duty then here recommended, 
I take to be a great love of juſtice. I 
purpoſely chuſe to call it by the name 
of juſtice; For, though, the word 
Righteouſneſs - ſometimes may com- 

| prehend 


12 SER ON J. 


prehend all that is any way due to 
our neighbour, even relief in his. 
wants, as well as his legal, juſt de- 
mands; yet, here I judge it muſt be 
interpreted in a more hmited ſenſe, 
only for the duty of juſtice; and that, 
becauſe merey, the other great branch 
of our duty to our neighbour, has a 
diftin& confideration in the very next 
beatitude. I call it a great love of 
jeftice, . becauſe it is here reſembled 
to thoſe moſt quick and pungent de- 
fires of hunger and thirſt, which have 
a WATT tendeney to ſatisfaction. 


But that 1 may afford this virtue a 
_ clearer confideration, I ſhall as diſ- 
tinctly, but as briefly as ſach an am- 
ple fabject will admit, conſider both 
the object, juſtice, and the act of 
hungering and thirſting after it. 


L 


* 
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As to the obſect, juſtice, or Righte- 
ovineſs, 1 it is of a very large extent, as 
reaching to all thoſe virtues by which 
our neighbour has any right to claim 
from $0; or not to be OP by us. 


This, in gig reſpects, will rock 
farther than even the large duties of 
the whole ſecond table of the law ; ; 
for, by giving a bad example in tranſ- 
greſſing the duties of the firſt table of 
the law, which relate to our duty to 
God, we may be guilty of a great 
piece of injuſtice to our neighbour, 
in ſeducing him from his duty, and 
ſo ruining his ut td, alt eternity. 
The fame may be faid of our duty to 
ourſelves; for, thou gb every tranſ- 
greſſion of that duty is not directly 
an injuſtice to our neighbour, yet if by 
ſo doing, we either give our neighbour 

a TT 


a a bad-example, or hi win our- 
ſelves, we unfit and indiſpoſe ourſelves 
for diſcharging our duty to our neigh- 
bour, we become an of yy 
towards Nod urine cr 


But, more re particularly, the duty of 
| Juſtice relates to thoſe large duties of 
the ſecond table of the law, wherein 
we ſtand bound to our neighbour in 
{ſeveral capacities, whether we come 
to the knowledge of them by the light 
and law of nature, or by the law of 
Moſes, with the explication of the pro- 
phets in the Old Teſtament, or by the 
more perfect laws of Chriſt, and the 
explications of the apoſtles in the | 
New; or even by the laws and con- 
1 8 of kingdoms and com- 
monwealths, and other legal ſocieties 


and authority, whether civil or eccle - 
ſiaſtical: 


Weds 
„ - 
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ſiaſtical: for all theſe, in fo far as they 
are not contrary to the laws of God, 
are approved, and commanded to be 


Ko io by the chriſtian religion; as * 


St. Peter obſerves, Submit yourſelves to 


every. ordinance of man for the Lord's 


ſake. Further {till, all good, laudable, 
and. friendly cuſtoms and practices, 
are, in general, recommended. Fi- 
nally, brethren, whatſoever things are 
true, whatſoever. things are boneft, (i. e. 
decent or honourable) whatſoever things 
are juſt, whatſoever. things are pure, 


whatſoever things are lovely, (or friend- 


ly) <ohatſoever things are of good report; 
if there be any virtue, and i nbere be any 
praiſe, think of theſe things. So that 
there is nothing due to our neighbour, 
either by the law of nature, or by the 


poſitive laws of God, or by the laws 


| 1 1 the land, or by any friendly lau- 
ai dable 


Tx 


» eb i 


. dable cuſtom or practice, but üb 

uirtue of juſtice, or Righteouſneſs, as I 
explained by the chriſtian religion, 
requires it to be paid him: for it 
would net have us fall ſhort in any 
thing, Rich by any of theſe titles is 
juſtly our neighbour's due. Render 


therefore to all their dues ; tribute fo 
whom tribute is the, cuſtom to whont 
anon, fear” to whom fear, honour to 


obo . honour.” Owe no man any thing, 
but" to"\love on another; for be end 
nw e "hath faifilled the n. 


> 1 
ram) &5) n N 4 . 7 


1 Gould mueh exceed the wiſe * 
dis of a diſcourſe; if T proceeded to de- 


Ende tohon an theparticutar branches | 
of this duty of juſtice, as it relates to 
* the ſoul and body, the goods, and good 
name of our neighbour; nay, the 
. * fail me if I did but de- 


5 ſcribe 


I 
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vr 


ſeribe what | is due to al men in gene- 
ral, without entering into that great 
body of duty reſulting from the Par- 
ticular relations of magiſtrates and 
ſubjects, huſbands and wives, parents 
and children, maſters and ſervants, 
paſtors and people, buyers and ſellers, 
thoſe who commit a truſt and thoſe 
who receive it, and all the other nu- 
merous relations of life. I ſhall, there- 
fore, only ſay, in general, that the 
chriſtian religion is fo far from diſ- 
couraging, or even from neglecting and 
overlooking theſe matters of morality. 
and common juſtice and honeſty, that 


it carefully recommends them in the 


ampleſt manner; that is, not only as 
the beſt legiſlators, and beſt magiſ- 
trates, and beſt neighbours would re- 
quire, but as we ourſelves would wiſh 
to be dealt by in the like circum- 
VOL. 1. 6 . — -n 


* T * 
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8 E R M 0 N 1 
a which will certainly take in 
the utmoſt that not only law and ſtrict 
Juſtice, but what the largeſt equity 


and good conſcience would dictate to 
be due to our neighbour, 


”- 


Bo much for juſtice, or Righteouſ- 
neſs, which is the object of this duty 
of my text. I proceed next to conſi- 

der the act of hungering and thirſting. 

By this I underſtand a high degree 

of love and deſire, as if he had ſaid, 
- Bleſſed are they that have a prevalent: 
Joys and defire after juſtice or honeſty, 
in all actions, dealings, judgments, 
and tranſactions whatſoever. But, 
perhaps, this may be thought an un- 
ſuitable expreſſion, if applied to this 
| particular virtue ; juſtice and honeſty 
in our actions not being a virtue fo 

hard to ra, that we e need to have 
> ſuch 
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ſuch longingdeſires after it. For anſwer- 

ing this doubt, and toclear the propriety 

of the phraſe in the text, I will pro- 
poſe the following conſiderations. 


Though juſtice or honeſty ſeems 
an eaſy virtue, and one of the things 
which are in our own power, and 
therefore not ſo properly the obje& of 
our earneſt deſires; yet there are really 
conſiderable difficulties in it, for the 
overcoming of which it may be very 
reaſonable to wiſh earneſt Wye 


1ſt. It is riofirn difficult to diſcern 

on which fide truth and juſtice lie. 

We want a great deal of knowledge 
and conſideration, and freedom from 

prejudice and partiality to find it out, 

and therefore it may raren be the 
object of our deſire. 
| Gs _ adly; 
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adi Even when we have knows 
ledge and conſideration enough to 
diſcern truth from falſchood, and right 
from wrong, we are often fo inſenſibly 
carried by the ſtrong biaſſes of worldly 
mtereſt, ſelf-love, and: urgent neceſſity, 
that we cannot cafily incline our wills 
to follow the rectitude of our judge- 
ments. In that caſe, with the hardened 
Jews, having eyes we ſee not, and hav- 
ing ears we hear not, and having hearts 
we underſtand not; and if there be 
not then a ſaperior inclination towards 
_ Juſtice, to conquer all thoſe prejudices 
and biaſſes of ſelf- love and worldly in- 
tereſt, our underſtandings, like a bribed 
judge, will be apt to give ſentence on 
the wrong ſide. Therefore, we have 
great reaſon to wiſh for this ſtrong 
propenſity and ſuperior inclination 
to I. which, _ hunger -and 

| a thirſt, 
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3dly, Conſider that if it is not only 
our own juſtice we are to deſire, but 
a general prevalency of juſtice and 
righteouſneſs in the world, this is 
moſt properly a thing to be langed 
many Caſes, and not eaſily in the power 
of any man to compaſs; ſo that the 
expreſſion of hungering and thirſting 
after juſtice is ſtill very proper. Upon 
all theſe accounts we have reaſon to 
believe, that this prevailing love and 
regard to juſtice, both in ourſelves and 
others, is the virtue nem we are 
here exhorted. 
The meaning of the text e beng this 
explained, I ſhall only add a ſhort ex- 
„ es to three ſorts of perſons, for 
3. $44, ie 


. ** 1 * _ MON I. 
the more effectual ſecuring the duty of 
Juſtice or honeſty which 1 aw been 


deſcribin 8. ; 


©. * 


| My y ft Wer is, a thoſe his ne- 
let «the ſtudy of juſtice, as if it was a 
thing too low for the high diſpenſa- 
tion-of-the goſpel, a mere matter of 
form, or a thing. that is to be made 
ſubſervient to our worldly inte- 
reſts: for if we had not ſuch a mean 
opinion of it, how is it poſſible that it 
ſhould be governed fo much by party 
and intereſt, and ſelfiſh and partial 
conſiderations, as it is in the world? 
Surely we fancy juſtice to be nothing 
antecedently to our opinion; or if we 
have any notions of it, they are quickly 
drowned in the more prevalent conſi- 
derations of party or intereſt, or ad- 
vantages for ourſelves, our Friends, 2 
and our families. But be aſſured, no 
N man 


1 : . 
* org 
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man deſerves the name of a chriſ- 
tian, who cannot be depended upon 
for the truth of his words; nor for 
the fidelity of his oaths and promiſes ; 
nor for the fairneſs of his tranſ- 
actions ; nor for the honeſty of his 
actions; nor for the faithful diſcharge 
of a traſt. He that will diſſemble, op- 
preſs, exact, and contrive ſnares to 
entrap his honeſt neighbour for a little 
gain, how will he ever come up to 
the higher precept of doing by others, 

as we would be done by ourſelves? 


My ſecond advice ſhall be to them, 
who are ſo far convinced of the duty 
of juſtice and honeſty, that they are 
| reſolved to ſet about it; and to them 
I muſt recommend the practice of ſe- 
veral other chriſtian virtues, without 
nh it will be very hard, if not im- 
C4 poſſible, 


„ los 
1 
. 
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poſſible, to preſerve their honeſty. 1 
ſhall eee 
that are neceſſary to this end, becauſe 


— time e ec 


neſt, ſtudy the fear of God; for if we 
be honeſt, only out of regard to hu. 
man laws, or reputation, this is no 
honeſty at all, but the fear of men 
and ſelf-· love; and beſides, without the 
fear of God, we ſhall find abundance of 
opportunities for diſhoneſty, which 


either human laws have not provided 


agaiuſt, or human care and authority 
cannot, or is not willing to n. 6 


1ꝙ 585 If. we would be. honeſt, it 1 
15 neceſſary to avoid covetouſneſs and 


ambition; and, as we are often adviſed 


** our religion, not to aim at great 
„ 5 ung 


e ee . 


WT "ad * F « 
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things in the world, but having food: . 
and raiment, or the neceſſaries of 
life, let us be. therewith content, that 
ſo we may be under no temptation 
from a boundleſs love of wealth or 
greatneſs, to do unjuſt or diſhoneſt 
things: not, but that if God adds 
wealth to our honeſt endeavours, we 
are thankfully to accept it, and to 
make good uſe of it, but never to co- 

vet it, or to be biaſſed by it, from the 

RO rule of houeſty:: | 


. qdly. He that void be juſt and: 
honeſt, ſhould be diligent in the buſi- 
neſs of his lawful calling; for idleneſs 

brings want, and want is a great temp- 
tation to injuſtice and diſhoneſty. 


—— itigiouſneſs, which 
ne enemy to juſtice and ho- 
neſty, 
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neſty, both as it ſtimulates us to take 
all advantages of our neighbour, and 
as it brings ourſelves to poverty, and 
ſo tempts tO diſhoneſty * 


Ihe laſt advice I have to offer on 

this ſubject, is, to them who are con- 
ſeious to themſelves of having dealt 
unjuſtly or diſhoneſtly by their neigh- 
bour in any matter; and it 1s, in 
ſhort, that, in the firſt place, they re- 
pent of the ſin before God; and in 
the next place, that they make repara- 
tion and reſtitution to their neighbour 
to the utmoſt of their power. We 


ought to have ſuch a prevalent pro- 


penſity to juſtice, expreſſed here by 
huygering and thirſting after it, that 


no conſideration, either of ſhame, or 


poverty, or intereſt, ſhould keep us 


* doing right to thoſe we have in- 
. jured; | 
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Jured ; for, to do to others that which 
we wiſh others ſhould do to us, in 

the ſame circumſtances, is the ſum 
and ſubſtance of that Righteouſ- 
- neſs here recommended: a rule of 
ſuch excellence and extent, that we 
have our Saviour's authority for de- 
claring it to be the eſſence of all that 
the law and the prophets contain; and 
we may add alſo of the moral precepts 
of the goſpel, by which we ſhall be 
hereafter tried at the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt, according to the works done 
in the body, whether they have been 
good, or whether they have been evil. 
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Marrarw v. 6. 


Bleſſed are they which do hunger and 
thirft after Regiteonfmeſs for _ 
aer be filled. 


N a Weiber —— from the firſt 

part of this text, I explained what 
was meant by hungering and thirſting 
after Righteouſneſs; my deſign is, at 
preſent, from the ſecond part of it, to 
conſider the promiſe annexed to this 
duty, for by ſhall be filled, or fatis- 


bed. | 
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The duty of hungerin g and thirſt- 
ing after Righteouſneſs, I interpreted 
do be a great love of juſtice, in oppo- 

ſition to that wrong notion our Sa- 
viour's diſciples, and the multitude, 
had of the Meſſiah's kingdom, as if his 
followers were by the right of conqueſt, 
and the power of the ſword, to enter 
upon the wealth and poſſeſſions of 
other men. In oppoſition to this 
falſe notion, our Saviour here teaches, 
that a love of juſtice and honeſty is a 
principal qualification for the kingdom 
of the Meſſiah; and, for their encou- 
ragement, he aſſures them, they need 


Not fear that their juſtice and honeſty 


mould deprive them of the means of 
carrying on the great deſigns of that 


kingdom; for, that God would ſo 


bleſs their juſt and honeſt endeavours, 
- that they ſhould be fully fatisfied as 
r to 
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to all that was neceſſary and conve- 
nient for them. . 


T be point of doctrine, then, here 
taught in this promiſe before us, and 
which I intend as the ſubject of 
the following . diſcourſe, is, That 
men of honeſt principles, and true 
« and juſt in their dealings, need not 
„fear that they ſhall be reduced to 
% want by their honeſty, for, that 
« God will take care, in his good pro- 
« yidence, that they ſhall be ſupplied 
« to their content and ſatisfaction.“ 


This is @ very comfortable promiſe, 


and, were it duly minded and believed, 
would be a great inducement to truth 
and fidelity in all our words, and to 
uprightneſs in all our actions. 


; In treating this ſuljeQ, I ſhall con- 
fine 


* 1 


, Firſt. rer een I will 
FT endeavour. to deferibe, what fort of 
-Fupply it is, which is promiſed here to 


fv 


GR 
* . 


8 sri non 7 


fine welt e theſe 1 two heads 4 
diſcourſe. | 


juſt and honeſt men, under theſe 


| en for they foal be Jl. | 
Mien h 1 will late tow 


EKnptere- and reaſon, to prove, that 
_ N ſhall be made good. 


Fut then, As to the ſupply here 
promiſed to juſt and honeſt men, that 


| they ſhall be filled, or ſatisfied, we are 
re not to believe that by this promiſe 
is meant ſuperfluous wealth; for the 


filling, or ſatisfying, mentioned in the 


text, has relation to men's hunger, 
that 1s, to thei real wants and neceſſi- 


ties, 
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ties, not their imaginary ones. No; 
we are not to conceive, that, in order 
to the fulfilling the promiſe in the text, 
we are to be ſupplied with ſuperfluity, 
ſuperfluous wealth not being neceſſary - 
towards the true happineſs of hfe. — 
What is it, then, that is promiſed to 
the ſincere lovers of juſtice and honeſty, 
under theſe words, they ſhall be 
filled, or ſatisfied?” I anſwer, chiefly 
theſe three an. which are * Hy 


valuable * 17 7 70 
of outward. conveniences. CEE CLF "4414 
bY g/d —_ | | 18 24310 


2dly. A contentment; or ſatisfaction 
of mind with our lot rene 10 
b 16 5.653781: 15: 
A e N a0 

1 4 heart Raj and- enn a 
ble ag; which God beſtows upon us, 
— vox. 1. D for 
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for the ſeveral uſes and occaſions of 
life. Theſe three, and no more, I 
take to be neceſſary towards the ſatis- 
faction promiſed in the text; they de- 
| e more en conſideration. 


+ 24 


0 Thefirſt thing which I e to 
be promiſed in theſe words, for they ſhall 
be filled, is a competency, that is, ſuch 
a portion of the good things of this 
life as God knows to be requiſite for 
every one's oecaſions and circum- 
- Ntances. This 1s not alike in all; for 
as there are ſeveral! ranks, orders, and 
degrees among men, ſome ſuperiors, 
others inferiors; ſome to command, 
ſome to obey ;/ ſome requiring more, 
ſome leſs, towards the honeſt and de- 
cent diſcharge of their ſeveral func- 
tions; it is not to be underſtood by this 


ee, of Wy good things 
| promiſed 


* 


STTLLY *: 


promiſed to men of probity and ho- 
neſty, that God will raiſe them all to 
the higheſt rank of mankind, and bleſs 
them with fach affluence and abun- 
dance, as is requiſite for perſons in 
thoſe bigheſt ſtations, though it is 
often ſeen that honeſty and diligence 
| protnote men to ſtations of the firſt 
rank. Seeft thou a man diligent in 
his bufineſs, be ſhall fland before 
kings, he ſhall not fland before mean 

men, ſaith Solomon, But this is not 
the thing here promiſed ; it is only 
promiſed that they fhall be filled, 
which has reference to they” capacity 
and circumſtances. When a man in 
a lower ſphere has enough to ſupply 
his fewer wants, he is as truly filled 
and ſatisfied as rince or great man, 
with a 7 times his income, 
who has likewiſe uſually a thouſand 


D 2: times 


— 


— 
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times more occaſion for ſuch, an | ig 
| r re: 2081 N 7:31 Hive D 2 2. r 1 Natt 


Mie a Har 76 + 34 5 


"The End thing ome i d theſe 
words, for they ſpall. be filled, or {a- 
tisfied, is 2 contentment | or fatis- 
Kackion of mind with their circum- 
ſtances; for, without this, no out- 
ward competency whatſoever can be 
faid t to fill, or ſatisfy the mind. Now, 
this is a bleſſing no 00 onfined 
to the more affluent 1 — plentiful 
fortunes, but. diffuſed _ all; 
nay, more frequently to be found in 
cottages . than in palaces. A. great 
_ bleſſing doubtleſs it is, when God 
gives a man grace to ſuit his mind 
to his fortune, and contentedly to ac- 
quieſce i in his holy will and. pleaſure, 


and ambitious, who are never eaſy, un- 
* der 


% 2 


Yo «4 
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der their preſent circumſtances, but 
ure always aiming at farther and N | 
pri of wealth and greatneſs. 
(TL TORY) (3:2 3549 {1912 . 
A third thing neceſſary for com- 
pleating this promiſe in the text, is, 
à heart to uſe and enjoy che bleſſings 
God beſtows upon us, for the ſeveral 
uſes and occaſions of life; ſince, with 
out this, a competency: of outward 
good things would be no bleſſing, and 
of no uſe: It would be: only as if, un- 
der the notion of preſenting me with a 
ſum of money, the donor ſnould count 
out, indeed, the money into bags, and 
ſhould lock them up in my cheſt, but 
-withal ſhould put the key in his own 
pocket, and tell me that I ſhould have 
no acteſs to it, but by his leave; ſo 
that without this heart to uſe our 
eee we ſhould'want What we 
(1105 D 3 have, 
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have, as well as what we have not, 
eonſequentiy could never have our 
wants ſupplied, or our deſires filled or 
ſatisfied, which is the promiſe in the 


7? + 


80 mch * the gut thing 1 th wes 
poſed to conſider, namely; what ſort 
of ſupply it is which is here promiſed 
ee babe e 5 my 
' oY I cnc next to probe; en 
ſeripture and reaſon, that this promiſe 
of a competency ſhall eee 
deer roofing 25800 man. KY 


„„ 
FIT 


170 begin with ihe text: wo is true 
there are a great many interpreters 
Sho expound this filling, or fatisfy- 
ing, to relate to ſpiritual and eternal 
bleſſings; but there is great reaſon 


both 
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both from the meaning of the original 
Greek, (which ſignifies to feed to a 
ſatisfaction of hunger), from the na- 
ture of this promiſe, ſo particularly 
adapted to the duty of juſtice to 
which it is annexed, to believe that 
it is a competency of outward bleſſ- 
| * 1 is here e | 


has a of this obſervation, 

I am tempted to digreſs a little, and to 
fay ſomething in general of the pro- 
miſes annexed to the ſeveral duties in 
theſe beatitudes. It has been received 
as a current notion, that all thoſe pro- 
miſes are to be reſolved into one; that 
they are nothing elſe but cteqpal life, 
under different notions and accepta- 
tions; whereas, perhaps, to any one 
that will enquire more diligently into 
the nature of them, they will all ap- 
90151191 24 | pear 


— 
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pear as diſtin as the duties to which 
they are annexed,” and all of them 
ſamething immediately reſulting from 
the nature of that particular duty to 
which they are joined. Thus, in the 
firſt beatitude, it is foretold and pro- 
miſed, that the Meſſiah's kingdom, 
that is, the church of Chriſt, ſnould 
conſiſt of men, whoſe hearts and af- 
fections were not ſet on the world; 
which is a very particular thing; the 
ſame that St. Paul obſerves in the fol- 
many noble are called. And St. James 
ſays, Harb not God choſen” the poor of 
this world,” rich in faith, and heirs of 
_ the kingdom? In the promiſe annexed 
to the ſecond beatitude, the ' inward: 
ne which follow a ſtate of pe- 
2 4 nitence, 
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nitence, are pointed out. In the third 
beatitude, the quiet and peaceable en- 
joyment of what they have, is pro- 
miſed to the meek. In the fourth . 
beatitude, which is that of our text, a 
eompetency is promiſed: to honeſty. 
In the fifth, mercy, both from God 
and man, is promiſed to the mereiful. 
In the fixth, acquaintance with God 
and divine things, is promifed to the 
pure in heart. In the ſeventh, the 
honour of being owned as the Chil- 
dren of God, is annexed to the peace- 
makers. And in the laſt, propor- 
tionate degrees of happineſs in heaven 
are Promiſed to them who ſuffen 
for Chriſt, or their duty here upon 
earth. T have not time to prove 
particularly the truth of this obſerva- 


tion; only, in general, it is much more 


probable, that our Saviour, way uſes: 
bas 9Rgqnat 40 1204 bavnerr2 wy gmeh 
notc91 
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not to be guilty of tautologies, would 
not have eight times together repeated 
the ſame thing; beſides, the expreſſions 
are all different, according to the dif- 
ferent relation they have to the duties 
enjoined: particularly in this promiſe 
here, our Saviour ſeems to obviate 
an objection which they tacitly har- 
boured in their breaſts; as if, being 
but poor themſelves, they were unable 
to ſuſtain the charge and expence 
of founding the Meſſiah's kingdom, 
without invading the eſtates of other 
men. To prevent this conceit, our 
Saviour acquaints them, that if they 
ſtudied juſtice and honeſty, they ſhould 
not need to fear want; for that God 

would ſupply them with whatever was 
neceſſary, or convenient for them. 


No, to ſhew you that this doctrine 
is countenanced both by ſcripture and 
reaſon, 


/ 
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reaſon, I ſhall briefly produce an argu- 
ment from both; and firſt from ſcrip- 
ture. The Old Teſtament abounds in 
promiſes of this kind, which are all very 
applicable to the goſpel times, eſpeci- 
ally when the church is not under per- 
ſecution, but has kings for her nurfing 
fathers, and queens for her nur ſing mo- 
thers. I ſhall, quote a few of the 
plaineſt to this purpoſe. - The Pſal- 
miſt ſays, Truft in the Lord, and do 
good, fo ſhalt thou dwell in the land, and 
verily thou ſhalt be fed. What is this 
but the fame in my text, Hey. ſhall be 
Filled? So in the 25th verſe of the 
Wee Pſalm. I have been ycung, and 
now am old; yet have I not ſeen the 
2 — Forſaken, ner bis ſeed begging 
bread. Solomon ſays, We righteous 
eateth to the ſatisfyin of his ſoul, but the 


> 1751 of the withed-fhall want, Many. 
| ſuch 


- 
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ſuch obſervations doth Solomon make 

in that book. The curſe of the Lord 
m an, the bouſe of the wicked : but be 

 bleſſeth. the | babitation' of. the juſt: The 

Lord will not ſuffer the ſoul of the 
righteous to famiſh ; but be - cafteth 
away the ſubſtance , the wicked. 
miniſbed, but be that gatherath by la- 
bour ſhall increaſe; Wealth gotten 
by vanity, that is, by fraud and diſho- 
neſt courſes, which is ſet in oppoſition 
to gathering by honeſt labour and in- 
duſtry. I ſhall quote but one paſſage 
more out of the Old Teſtament, it is 
in the thirty-third chap. of Iſaiah. He 
that walketh righteoufly, and ſpeabethᷣ 
uprighthy;) be hat deſpyſeth the gains of 
oppreſion, and ſbaketh his hands from 
holding of bribes, that floppeth bis ears 
E ms hs bload, RO en bis , 
Fi eyes 


eyes from ſeeing evil, be ſhall dwell on 
bigb: bis place of defence ſpall be the 
munition of rocks, bread ſhall be given 
him, his waters ſhall be ſure, Where 
by bread and water, is ſignified. this 
competency, of outward bleſſings, and 
by the, munition of rocks for his place 
of defence, i 15 ſignified his ſhelter and 
. Fe oy 


"That theſe, So blefling Py „ belong 
alſo to juſt honeſt men under the .goſ= 
pel, will appear both from the na- 
ture and reaſon. of the thing, as we 
ſhall preſently ſee, as well as from the 
like argument uſed both by our Saviour 
and his apoſtles in the New Teſta- 
ment. Seel ye firſt, the: kingdom of 
God, and the righteouſneſs thereof, and 
all theſe things ſhall. be added; unto you. 

Let your converſation be without co. 


242 4 vetoufneſs, 
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vetouſneſs, and be content” with hich 
things as ye have : for be hath ſaid, I 
will never leave thee, nor forſake . thee. 
He draws an argument from ſuch a 
' Promiſe as we have been ſpeaking of 
in the Old Teſtament, and applies it 

in the New. By the fame way of 
reaſoning, we may argue, that theſe 
promiſes I juſt now quoted out of the 
Old Teſtament, and all the other ge- 
neral promiſes there made, will rs 

i e e- in erh New. 


* 


51 


- _ could bring many more quotations 
to this purpoſe, but theſe are ſufficient 
to prove what 1 intended, and ſome- 
thing more; as containing not only 
promiſes of a competency to the righte- 
ous honeſt perſons themſelves, -but 
likewiſe a en to Tan houſe and 
poſterity: * | 


SERMON II. 47 

A3 s s the holy ſcriptures are plain on 
| this ſubject, ſo alſo, if we examine the 

matter by the rules of ſober, right rea- 
ſon, we ſhall find it will teach us the 
ſame docti ine, namely, that juſtice and 
| Honeſty in our dealings is the ſureſt way 
to guard againſt want, /and to enjoy 
this competency promiſed in my text. 
For the better imprinting ſuch truths 
on the mind and memory, the follow- 
ing eben are well worthy « con- 
ene e 3 


iſt. The honeſt man is the beſt 
diſpoſed to procure and receive the 
aſſiſtances of ſupernatutal grace; for, 
being conſcious to himſelf of his ſin- 
cere upright intentions, he can with 
good aſſurance recommend his affairs 
to God's blefling g and direction; where- 
as, the diſhoneſt fraudulent man dares 
not 
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not call for God's bleſſing upon his 
wicked deſigns ; or, if he does, he 
knows it is vain to expect it. Now, 
a man who believes he has God on 
his ſide, acts with another ſort of life 
and chearfulneſs, and with another 
vigour and reſolution, than he who 
knows he is alone in what he does, 
and that he may rather expect God's 
Tora, ſays the Pſalmiſt, are upon the 
rigbieous, and his cars are open unto 
their cry. es e eee 
— TON 
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to be kept in buſineſs and employ; 
For all men, whatever they may be 
themſclves, love to find honeſty in thoſe 
with whom they deal, .and hate to be 
<azened and cheated. This is ſo true 
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an obſervation, that the greateſt knaves 
have no other way to get employment, 
than by counterfeiting honeſty, and 
pretending to be what they are not; 


in which if they happen to be diſeover- 
ed, as it is a thouſand to one but they 


will, they are preſently blown upon, 
and diſcountenanced, and every one 
is cautious of having any further deal- 


br. 2 with _ a n 


z z2dly. If the honeſt man wants cre- 
dit, which is a great furtherance in _ 
worldly buſineſs, how eaſy a thing is 
it for him, after e experience of his ho- 
neſty, to find enough, more than he 
is willing to uſe ? Whereas the diſho- 
neſt man, fo ſoon as his character is 
known, ſinks in his credit, and carries 
on his affairs very heavily without that 
vol. 1. E 4thly. 
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-4thly. The upright honeſt man walketh | 
fureh, as Solomon obſerves. He is not 

afraid of the detection of his ſervants, 
or the confeſſions of his accomplices 


and aſſociates; when inquiries after 


bribery, oppreflion, and miſdemeanors 


* of all forts are ever fo ſtrict, he is not 


daunted or caſt down, as being con- 

ſcious to himſelf of his uprightneſfs 

and innocence : whereas the unjuſt 
man fears every thing, and is glad, 
when detected, to fly from juſtice, or 
to diſgorge a great part of his ill- 
Zotten wealth, that he may redeem. 
the reſt, or, perhaps, may buy off his 
life, which he has . forfeited by 
Bip crimes. _ 


© "The Ln, man 3 iy ad- 
vantage, that the more and the longer 
| he 1 is unn, the better is he liked and 


a had, 
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truſted, fo that his reputation and his 
wealth have a gradual increaſe, as he - 
comes to be better acquainted with 
mankind, and they with him: he 
wants but a fair introduction, and 
afterwards his honeſty makes its own 
way, and will carry him through with 
honour ; whereas it is quite other- 
wiſe with the diſhoneſt man, it is 
but for a preſent turn, at leaſt for a 
ſhort time, that his diſſimulation and 
knavery 1s calculated. This, likewiſe, 
Solomon obſerved : The integrity of 
the upright ſhall guide them, but the per- 
verſcngß of tranſgreſſors ſhall deftroy 
them. Again, The lip of truth ſhall be 
 eftabliſhed for ever, but a lying W rs 
but for a moment. 


There are infinit ways of provi- 
dence, by which knaves are detected, 
„ E 2 and 
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and honeſt men righted. On the one 
hand, all men are apt to pity an ho- 
neſt man if he falls into troubles 
throu gh misfortunes ; on the other | 
hand, | they have no. compaſſion on a 
knave ; he. commonly ſinks under 
diſtreſs, while the honeſt man triumphs 
over affliction. | A Juſt man, faith So- 
lomon, falleth ſeven times, and riſeth up 
again, but the wicked ſhall fall into miſ- 
chief. Nay, if the diſhoneſt man eſ- 
- capes in his own time, his ill-gotten 
_ eſtate ſeldom thrives with his heirs. 
It is true of him, what Solomon ſays, 
An inheritance may be gotten beftuly at 
the beginning, and if haſtily, ſeldom 
; honeſtly, but the end Ry, ſhall not 
be ble. | 


1 have not time to draw any infe- 
rences from the doctrine here explain | 
ed, 


A 
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| ed, and therefore ſhall conclude with 
a hearty prayer, that God may bleſs 
what has been faid, and preſerve us 
from every bias of injuſtice, and keep 
our hearts and minds in an even 
and righteous temper, through all 
the actions of our lives. A temper, 
which we have every reaſon to be- 
lieve, will be attended with all forts 
of ſpiritual and temporal bleſſings in 
Chriſt Jeſus; and ſecure that eternal 
happineſs in the world to come, which 
is promiſed to all his faithful diſciples. 


— 
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Other foundation can no man lay, than 
| that is laid, which is Feſus Chrift. Fi 


| HE a of our religion as, 
Chriſtians, of all our faith and 
1 is laid on Jeſus Chriſt as its 
foundation. Wherefore, when St. 
Peter had owned, and confeſſed Jeſus 4 

to be Chriſt, the Son of the living 
God, that is, the true Meſſiah and 
Saviour of mankind promiſed to the 


E 4 Jes; 


[1 
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Jews; our Lord approving of this 
his confeſſion, replied, Bleſſed art thou, 
Bar-jona; for fleſh and blood hath not 
revealed it | tntothee, but | my father 
which is in heaven. Upon this rock will 
I build my church, and the gates of * 
Hall not n . it. 
1 HT! 

In "Ip Wen Attounſe I ſhall 
therefore. endeavour _ I ſhew, firſt,, | 
That Jeſus Chriſt is the e ofly foun-, un- 1 


dation of the pardon of our ſins, of -- 


6 ————————— 


our pe peace with God, and the aha e 
tion of our ſouls, And, Secondly,” 
That there is no other way of ſalva- 
rion but by Chriſt, wo. th 


* it Chriſt i is the: * of hs! 
pardon of our ſins. Ve have, re. 
demption through his blood, the forgive- 
neſs H our: fins. It is upon Chriſt's how 
account, that God vouchſafed to par- 

5 2 don 
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fe 
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. 3 finders. Hence that exhortation 
of the apoſtle, Be ye kind one to ano- 
ther, tender hearted, forgiving one ans- 
ther, even as God for Chrift's fake bath 
forgiven You. To the ſame purpoſe are 
theſe known ſcriptures that follow : 
Thus it beboved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to 
riſe from the dead the third day ; and 5 
that repentance and remiſion of ſons. 
ſbould be preached. in his name among all 


>. ations. To him give all, the prophets 


"Witneſs, that through bis name, whoſoever 
15 eveth in him ſhall receive rem! Non of 
i fins. Be it known unto ou, that 
through this man (that is, through 
Chriſt) is preache, 2 unto you the for- 
giveneſs of fins; and by him all that 
believe are juſtified from all things, 
from which they could not be juſti ified by 
\the law of Moſes. We are juſtified 
Heeh -by his grace, through the re- 

n 5 
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demption that is in Feſus cbriſ; ; bom 


God bas ſet Forth as 4 fropitiation 
——_ =. through faith in bis blood for the. 
JH remiſſion of fin. Chriſt alſo givin g 
= St. Paul his commiſſion to preach the 
= goſpel to the gentiles, faith, 7 fend 


thee to open their eyes, and turn them 
from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of Satan 10 God, that they may re- 

—_ tive . ee Ans through 9 | 
© that rom me. Laſtly, hit in the in- 
P ſtitation of the Lord cs Supper, 1 — 4 
taken the cup, ſai 55 This is my Bled 
of the New 7. eftament, which i 15 fred for 


a = the "OI Y . 


== Thus, we foe every widen the for 
Zieeneſs of fins is aſcribed unto Chriſt. 

= And hereunto may be referred all thoſe 
places in which oor juſtification is at- 
tributed unto Chriſt. For juſtifica- 


tion 
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tion and the pardon of * though they 
be not altogether the ſame thing, yet 


axe they ſo near of kin to each other s 


and ſo connected with one another, 
that juſtification cannot be aſcribed 
unto Chriſt, but the pardon of fin 
muſt alſo be aſcribed to him. Who- 
ſoever oweth his juſtification to Chriſt, 
muſt alſo be indebted to him for the 
2 ohh s of his 
2. Chit is is the foundation. of 
our reconciliation to God, and our 
peace with him. (This alſo the ſcrip- 
ture clearly and expreſsly affirms. in 
many places, attributing this ineſti- 
mable bleſſing. to him So the pro- 
phet Daniel ſpeaking of the Meſſiah " 
ſaith, among other things, that be 
was to make reconciliation for ini- 
quity ;” and the prophet Iſaiah, ſpeak-. 
ing 


e eee 8 — 
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ing of the ſufferings of Chriſt, faith, 
He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions , 
be was bruiſed for our iniquities, and the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, 
that is, by his ſufferings our peace 
with God was procured and obtained. 


So in the fifth chapter of the epiſtle to 


the Romans, F when we were enemies, 
ve were reconciled to God by the death of 
bis Son ; much more being reconciled, we 

ſhall be ſaved by bis life. Alſo in the 
- fifth chapter of the ſecond epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, All things are of God 
ho bath reconciled us to bimſelf by Je- 


fulneſi davell; and having made | peace 


through the blood of his croſi, by him 


2 


$A Obr. And it pleafed the Father that © 
in bim, that is in Chriſt, ſhould” all 


fo reconcile all things to bimfelf. Ss 


Hence it is that the goſpel (which 


reveals and offers Chriſt unto us; and 


propounds 


— 
* 


S ERM ON II. 6r 


propounds the terms of our peace with 


God, and our reconciliation to him 
th rough Chriſt) i is called, the Miniſtry 
of Reconciliation; or rather perhaps 
the preaching of the goſpel ĩs ſo called 


by which men, who are by ſin ene - 


mies to God, are ſolicited, perſuaded, 


and importuned to be at peace with 
bim. | We ſee, ther efore, nothigg i is, 


or can be more clearly and fully at- 


| teſted in ſcripture than this, that 


our reconciliation to God, and our 


peace with him, is through Chriſt (or 
that Chriſt is the foundation thereof.” 
Mt we 9 S on 2 7 Bs *F.. 


Site. — 
30 Ebriſt! is the Fe dation or our 
E. e with God, (of the accept- 


. * Las 


ance, both of our perſons and ſervices. 


This needs little more proof than what 


has been already given:) for if Wa TY 


Chriſt we are reconciled to God, and 


at 
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at peace with him; if through him 
we receive the atonement, by which 
means the breach that our ſins had 
made between God and us, is ſo 
made up and cloſed, that he is become 
propitious and favourable to us, it 
hence follows, that through Chriſt 
we haye acceptance with him (we 
could: have no acceptance with him as 
long as we were in a ſtate of enmity; 
but Chriſt removing that enmity, and 
taking it away, we have now accept 
ance with God) we have an intereſt in 
his favour, and may look upon him as 
a friend, yea, as a father, and upon 
all occaſions make our addreſſes to 
him with the humble boldneſs of 


AY children. This our acceptance with 


him, and that boldneſs and freedom of 


399 


a - acceſs which we have to him, the'fcrip- 


5 


taxes conſtantly aſcribe: unto Chriſt. ; 
— 28 God 
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loved, that is, in Chriſt. C Such is in 
part the meaning of that voice from 
heaven; This is my beloved fon, in whom 


Ian well: pleaſed; well pleaſed with 


him, and for his ſake, and upon his 
account, with all his, with all thoſe 


God hath made us: accepted in the l- 


who have by faith received him, and 


given up themſelves to his conduct 
and government. Being juſtified by 
faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; by whom 405 
we have acceſs by faith unto this grace 
wherein we ſtand, that is, into this 
ſtate of grace, favour, and acceptance 
with God wherein we ſtand, and into 
which we are admitted Ks our per- 
ſons are thus accepted through Chriſt, 
if 5 ER as belong to him, ſo alſo 


are our ſervices and performancedt 77 
are an boly pri * to offer up ſpiri- 


tual 
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vo tual ſacrifices, acceptable umo God by 
Fefus Chriſt. . Without faith it is im- 
Poſſible to phaſe God, that is without 
faith in Chriſt, from whom we derive 
ſtrength to perform what God re- 
quires of us; and through whom alone 
what we do hath acceptance with God. 
" Our beſt ſervices are ſo blemiſhed and 
dueſiled with fin, that God might moſt 
jaſtly abhor them; but Chriſt, who 
was herein ſhadowed by the high prieſt, 
takes away the imperfection of our 
holy things that they may be accepted. 
But how doth he take away the ſinful 
| imperfgCtion of our ſervices ? Surely,) 
not by altering the nature of them, 
(and by making our imperfe& and 
finful performances perfect and fin- 
leſs. No ſuch thing is done by him 
while we are here, for all our ſervices 
ſtill continue to be imperfect as long 
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as we are on this fide heaven ? but by 
ſatisfying the juſtice of God for the 
ſinful defects and imperfections *of . 
them, and by making interceſſion for 
vs, that, though our performances are 
imperfect, and blemiſhed with ſin, yet 
they may) upon the account of the ſa- 
tafaction which he hath maddy be'ac- © 7 
 cepted. V 


12 This interceſſion of Chriſt for us, 
and his procuring the acceptance of 
our ſervices, is ſignified and repreſent- 
ed in the Revelations, where it is ſaid, 
that an angel, the angel of the cove- 
nant, the eternal Son of God, came 
and flood at the altar, having a golden 
cenſer, and there was given unto him 
much incenſe, that he ſhould offer it with 
the prayers of all ſaints, upon the golden 
altar which was before the throne. His 

vol. I. F putting 


pdf our acceptance with God, both as 
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| putting nnn together with the 
prayers of the ſaints, into the golden 
eenſer, and ſo offering them up to God, 
denotes his rendering their prayers an 
odour of a ſweet ſmell, pleaſing and 
acceptable unto God. Thus then we 
ſee fully that Chriſt is the foundation 


to bur perſons A < hate.” 


. Chriſt is lkewiſe the Pc. > of 
a eternal falvation. in the other world. 
It were almoſt endleſs, to mention all 
the particular ſcriptures which aſccibe 
this unto Chriſt. To him is appro- 
priated, and of right belongs the great 
and glorious title of the Saviour of 
the world. His buſineſs. here was to 
bring falvatian to loſt and undone 
creatures, who mult elſe have. periſhed 
everlaſtingly, Thrs 4s @ hal Joying, 
| that 


* 
% "2 
— 
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10 Je Chrift: came into the world to 
ſave finners. The ſon bf man is come to 
| ſave that which was loft. For this rea- 

| fon he had the name of Jeſus given 
him, by order from heaven, becauſe 
he. was to ſave his people from their 
fins, and to deliver them from the 
wrath to come. .In-ſhort, the princi- 
pal deſign of the goſpel,” is to make 
proclamation. of ſalvation. to be ob- 
tained by Chriſt, and to propound the 
terms on which it may be obtained. 
Him hath God exalted to be à prince and 
4 Saviour, to give repentance and re. 
miſſion of fins, and conſequently eternal 
life. Whoſoever believeth in bim ſhall 
not feriſp, but have everlaſting life. Go 
into all the world, and preach the goſpel 
to every creature; he that believeth, and 
is baptized, ſball be ſaved. He is be- 
come the author of eternal ſalvation to all 
F 2 that 
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thut obey him. God hath not appointed 


1 unto «wrath, but” to obtain fatvatton 
_ our Lord Fe of we 


e Gam kat 1 bees fad, it is 
| evident that eternal life and all ſpiritual 
bleſſings are to be obtained through 
_ Chriſt, ſoit is as evident, which is the 
ſecond thing I propoſed to conſider, 
that they are to be obtained no other 
ou than only through him. 


This is manifeſt Gi the 4. 
nings of everlaſting deſtruction to all =- 
that ſhall not believe in him, When 
made known to them, who ſhall not 
receive him as the goſpel offers him, 
and reſt on him for ſalvation. The 

threatnings to that purpoſe are moſt 
expreſs. He that believeth not on the 
* we fee He but the wrath of 
God 


— 
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2 abideth on bim. Tf ye believe not that 


Jam be, ye ſhall die in your fins. If ye be- 
lieve not that I am he, that Tam the 


_ Chriſt, the true Meſſiah, and accord- 


ingly receive me, ye ſhall eternally periſh. 
To the ſame effect is that terrible 
threatning : The Lord Feſus ſhall be re- 


vealed from heaven with bis mighty angels, 


in flaming fire, taking vengeance on ai 


| that know not God, and obey not the goſpel 


of out Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who ſhall be pu- 


_ niſhed with everlaſting deſtruction, from 


the preſence of the Lord, and from the 


wy ; 3 glory of his power. Here, everlaſtipg 
_ deſtruction is threatened to all thoſe 


who know not God, and obey not the 
goſpel of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when 
that goſpel is promulgated to them. 
Wherefore, if according to the import 
of theſe threatnings, all that receive not 
. and believe not on him, ſhall 

F 3 periſh 


* 
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periſn for ever: it hence undeniably 
follows, that as ſalvation is to be ob- 
tained by Chriſt, {6 it can be obtained 
no other way. If there were any 
other way of ſalvation, then all ſuch 
as ſhould put themſelves into that way, 


might be ſaved; though they did not 


believe in Chriſt, which would make 
all thoſe threatnings to be of none 
effect. 


In a word, therefore, from 
thoſe threatnings we may infer, and 
. certainly conclude, that there is no 
other way of ſalvation, but by Chriſt, 
This is that which text expreſsly 
aſſerts, in words as full and plain as can 
be framed : Other ſoundation can no man 
lay, than. that 7s {ues which is 0 
Chrift. 55 


| 17 Chriſt then be the only founda- 
tion of the pardon of our ſins, of our 


peace 
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peace with God, and our reconciliation 
to him, of the acceptance of our per- 
ſons and ſervices, and the ſalvation of 
our ſouls, then let us build on this 
foundation, and on this alone, re- 
nouncing all other foundations, ſince 
ſuch will certainly fail us, and betray 
dur ſouls to everlaſting miſery. Where- 
fore, if we conſult our eternal welfare 
in the other world, When this world 
and the faſhion thereof ſhall paſs away, 
let us renounce and diſclaim them all. 
Such weak and rotten foundations 
there are men 1 ſhall mention — | 


* The e bd: mercy of 
God, in general, and without refe- 
rence to Chriſt. This is that on which 
ſome build all their hopes of happi- 

e to whom nevertheleſs the goſpel 


ws © 


— 
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_ has been revealed. God being 1 incon- 
ceivably good, and of infinite com- 
paſſion, and his tender mercies being 


over all his works, they think they 
+. need not ſeek out after, they cannot 


have, a better ground, or ſurer foun- 
dation on wich to build their hopes 
of eternal happineſs, (though the goſ- 
pel has been promulgated to themy 
They confeſs they have been finners, 
they have come ſhort of their duty 
many ways, and have been guilty of 
many failings in the courſe of their 
lues; but, however, they are ſatisfied, 
that a God of ſuch infinite goodneſs 
5 and mercy, a God of ſuch tender com- 

; paſſion as he hath in his word declared 
himſelf to be, will not for their fins, 
though many and great, utterly caſt 
them off, and adjudge'them to eternal 
a How ſuch a ſtrict diſ- 

i * 1 PRE 


SERMON III. 73 
penſation ſhould conſiſt with ſuch in- 
finite mercy and tender compaſſion, 
they cannot comprehend, and there- 

fore they hope they need not in 

the leaſt fear it: they caſt wende 4 
wholly upon his mercy, and a ſafer 
courſe for ſecuring their ſouls, they 
believe they cannot take. Theſe men 

think they build upon a ſure and 

ſtrong foundation, but they are greatly 
deceived, and will one gr find * 


ec.rror. 


It is true God is a God of :nfinite 
juſtice alſo, againſt all unbelieving, 
and finally impenitent finners; He 
is a God that hath declared, that he 
will in no wiſe clear the, guilty, eyen 
there where he hath proclaimed him 
ſelf, The Lord, the Lord God, merciful 


and Os ous, long Jufferi , and abun- 
dant 
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e goodneſs and truth," n 
mercy for OR JOY Targa, 
trangrefoon ond fin. | 
a WL ICIS Bias hi 
Ke Notwithſtanding kis Inllbite mer- 
cies" and tender compaſſion,/ He harh 


prepared Tonber of ald, he bath made it 
. deep and large, the pile whereef is fire 

and much wood, and the breath of the 
Lord lhe a flream of brimftone doth kin- 
die itt) He hath ordained a place for 
the puniſhment of all wicked and un- 
godly men, where the worm dieth not, 


ese gerd. eee = 1 
ws Take heed, therefore, be you ex- 

pect to find mercy with God, you to 
whom the goſpel is revealed, upon 
any other conditions than thoſe on 
which mercy through Chriſt i is in the 
Sabel offered * 


Aae 
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Mercy itſelf will not pity or ſave you, 
unleſs you ſeek and expect it in God's 
own way, and that way is through 


llſue ſatisfaction that Chriſt hath made 


to the juſtice of God, by faith applied. 
Him hath. God ſet forth as a propitiation 
through faith in his blood for the —_— 


of fins. 


enough ral 
tion, on which many build their hopes 
of heaven and eternal happineſs, is, 


their moral righteouſneſs and good 


works. They are juſt in their deal- 
ings, they pay every man what is due 
to him, they are uſeful to their neigh- 
bours and acquaintance, they wrong 
no one; and having thus ordered their 
converſation, and framed the courſe of 
their lives, they know not what can 
be an required or expected from 


them 
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them in order to ſalvation. If ſuch as 
have thus demeaned themſelves may 
not hope to go to heaven, On 
not who * 


4224 

aſt. The, I grant, 5 
- things ; they are things highly com- 
mendable in whomſoever, they are 
found ; they are things in which mul- 
titudes who bear the name of Chriſt, 
and have taken upon them the pro- 
feſſion of the chriſtian religion, are 
greatly deficient, and ſhamefully fall 
ſhort; to the great reproach of that 
holy religion of which they make pro- 
feilion. 7 * i 8 4 * 14 


Nay, theſe things are abſolutely and 
indiſpenſably neceſſary to falvation z no 
man may think to go to heaven 
without them. Works of juſtice and 
"149661 | righteouſ- 


—_— 


* 
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righteouſneſs, it is plain, are abſolutely f 
neceſſary to ſalvation; for God hath de- 
elared, that the unrigbteous ſhall not inbe- 
rit the kingdom of God. Nor are works 
of mercy leſs neceſſary to ſalvation; the 
neglect of theſe, the not feeding the 
hungry, cloathing the naked, ſhewing 
compaſſion to the diſtreſſed ſtranger, 
and the like, will occaſion that dread - 
ful ſentence at the day of judgement, 
to be pronounced on all who neglect 
ſuch offices of charity, Go ye curſed 
into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
Devil and his angels ; for he that ſheweth 
no mercy, ſhall have judgment without 


But though all this be moſt true, 
though good works of juſtice, or righte- 
ouſneſs, and mercy, be highly com- 
mendable in themſelves, nay, abſo- 

: : lutely 


III. 
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lutely neceſſary to ſalvation, may 
no man think to be juſtified and 
faved for, or by theſe things alone. 
This, the apoſtle often teacheth us, 
and he muctrinfiſts on it, as on a mat- 
 #e have all fined, and come ſhort of the 
Lim of God; being juſtified freely by bis 
grace thrangh. the redemption that is in 
Feſtus Chrift.. Me conclude, that a man 
in juſtified by faith, and not by the works 
of the law. Not by works of righteouſ- 
neſs which we bave done, but according i 
te his mercy be ſaved ur, by the waſhing 
->- of regeneration, and renewing of the holy 
— ghoſt, which he ſhed on us abundantly 
_— - through Jeſus Ghrift our Saviour; that 
beg allied by. his grace, wwe ſhould be 
made heirs accordeng to the hope of eter- 
nal life. - By grace ye are ſaved through 
uh, and that not of yourſelves, it is the 
* 5 * 
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gift , Gad. Not of works, iet any 
man ſhould boaſt. By the deeds of the 
law, there ball no fleſh be juſtified in his 
fight ;':for, by the law cometh the know- 
ledge of fn. We know that a man is 
| e A ng but 
OO eee, 5 


Thus, Bu Ga. . 
trine of the apoſtle, which he fre- 
quently repeats and inculcates, that a 
man is not juſtified, and conſequently 
that he is not ſaved by the works of 

the law. Wherefore for any man to 

rely, and reſt on his good works alone Aloe. 
bor Juſtification and falvation, is a 
| moſt dangerous thing and a rock on 

which his ſoul will certainly be eter- 
| nally ſhipwrecked. The reaſon hereof 
zs evident; for he that would be juſti- 

fied and ſaved by his works, muſt ex- 

4% actly 
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actiy conform to the law in every 
tittle; he muſt have attained to obe- 
dience in all things, he muſt have 
done it all his days, and he muſt con- 
tinue to do it unto the end, even to 

|  - the laſt moment of his life ; for, if at 
any time, he ſhall fail but in one 
thing, that alone unavoidably brings 

bim under the condemnation; for, 
curſed is every one that continueth not in 

all that is written in the law to do it.) 


- Thoſe who rely wholly on their good 
— At fi z 1 ; . 
works, and make | account they have 
| done enough to bring them to-heaven, 
and more cannot be required them ; 
in order to falvation, would do well 
to conlider, . 


Iſt. That it is poſlible they may be 
much miſtaken in the good opinion. 
By TCA "bd 
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which they entertain concerning their 
performances. They boaſt they have 
never wronged nor injured any man, 
nor been any way wanting in their 
duty to their neighbour. But this is 


(a great thing, ando more than can be 
affirmed concerning any man living. 
For let it be granted; that they have 
never injured any man by fraud, by 
uiolence, or oppreſſion, or by any 
other act of notorious injuſtice; have 


they never coveted nor deſired any 


thing belonging to their neighbour? 
Have they never envied him that which 
he hath had above themſelves; and 
wherein he hath excelled them? Have 
they never injured him in his good 
name and reputation? Have they 
never defamed any, or ſpoken evil of 
| them? Have they never taken up 

evil reports againſt them from others 
1 l 8 cauſe- 
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cauſclefoly Have they never enter- 
tamed evil ſurmiſes, cauſeleſs ſuſpi- 
cions, and groundleſs jealouſies con- 
cerning others? Who is there in the 
world that can ſay he was never guilty 
of any of theſe offences? Sure he 
muſt be a great ſtranger to himſelf, 
and miſerably blind, that can acquit 
Rimſelf from all theſe things. Where- 
being of our ſouls, what other courſe 
dean we take, than diſclaiming all our 
on righteouſneſs, and counting our 
beſt ſervices hut droſs, in reſpect of the 
excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt, 
to * on his interceſſion r 
"ton. 
Thus far coneerning ſuch as build 
their hopes of eternal He pen oro 


8 


4 Others there are who ſo reſt on 
Chriſt for ſalvation; as that they make 
their enjoyment of outward privileges 
the ground of their hope(of ſalvation 
by him.) That they have in their in- 
fancy been dedicated to Chriſt, and 
by baptiſm admitted into the viſible 
church; that they have been inſtructed 
and educated in the chriſtian religion; 
that they have lived where the light of 
the goſpel ſhines; and that they Have 
attended on the public ordinances of 
God ; that they have been hearers of 
the word, frequent communicants at 
the Lord's table, and the like; theſe are 
the things from which they think they 
may warrantably conclude that they 
may expect ſalvation from Chriſt. But 
their partaking of theſe outward pri- 
 wileges, without faith and repentance, 
are no ſufficient evidences of their in- 
F tereſt 
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tereſt in Chriſt, nor bene 
their title to heaven through him. Let 
us not, therefore, reſt in theſe things, 


7 but labour toſget oil in our lamps, to 


— 


be furniſhed with true grace in our 
hearts, or elſe we are ſure to be ſhut © -« 


out of heaven with the fooliſh virgins) 
gen pots nn 
us. ati 2 


og 
. what 


Y 


— MM, 
A 


8 | - "gence can be thought ſufficient to be - 


given in labouring after a true and 
\. Hvely faith, a ſound 8 and 
 converſion/and all _ 
that accompany falvation 9 our 
calling and election ſure, that we may 
not be aſhamed of our confident ex- 
pectation of finding mercy with God 
through Chriſt, and fall ſhort of falya--” / 
nen at laſt. With what fear and 
| trembling 


- SERMON m. 33 


trembling ſhould we be working out 
our ſalvation! How jealous ſhould 


— we come to be tried at the day of 
judgment by the ſearcher of hearts, 
we fhould be found to be no better 
than hypocrites, (and our hope be as 


„the ghoſt) It will then be too late to 
FE be looking after oil for our lamps when 
* = the bridegroom is already come. 
us therefore do our great work, and 


day of falvation laſts, and before the 
things belonging to our Ln be hid 
from our eyes. 


: 5 * 
1 


03 


we be of our deceitful hearts, leſt they 
- ſhould delude us, by perſuading us 
that we are ſound chriſtians; and when 


the ſpider's web, or the giving up of 
10 


do it effectually, while it is called to: 
day, while the accepted time, and tùhje 
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JonzmIAn xvii. Part of ver. 9. 
The beart i 16 deceirfid above al os 


NE of the fineſt tefſons that un- 
aſſiſted wiſdom ever taught, is 
the celebrated maxim, Know thy- 

felf;” ſo highly applauded in the 
ſchools of the antient . philoſophers. 

Several made uſe of it as one of their 
favourite tenets, and it was inſeribed 
upon the temple of Apollo at Delphi, 
as the advice of that God. Among 
others Cicero affirms it to be the 
moſt divine precept that philoſophy 


8 


op 
2 * — 
* 
* 
_ 
”, iow 
* 3 
„ * 
EX: 


mentioned. Yet, if we conſicer what 
they underſtood by this knowledge, 


„ 
1 
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ever furniſhed, the nobleſt preſent that 

' everwiſdom made to man; inaſmuch 
as ſhe alone taught them, not only the 
nature of other things, but by this 


brou ny them e with them- 
9 . 4 . TT 7. 4 


* 


The Nr vrhich the ſoul enjoys 
of deſcending into itſelf, was always 


_ reckoned and acknowledged to be of 
infinite worth. We ſee that the very 


heathens were not ſtrangers to the 


great benefits and advantages of con- 
templation, as it was the foundation of 


that celebrated maxim of theirs above- 


and the uſe they made of it, we chriſ- 


tians ſhall be very far from 88 55 5 
1926 with * n 6 


—9 9 


For, 
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For, indeed, they meant little elſe 
by it, than that we ought to meditate 
upon the nature, the qualities, and the 
actions of the mind; that we ought to 
admire the force of reaſon, the depth 
of our underſtandings, and the many 
kinds of knowledge to which we are 
capable of attaining. Their thoughts 
were almoſt entirely employed upon 
the raiſing the dignity of man, and 
giving him a fair proſpect of his own 
excellencies. Their whole intent ſeems 
to be that by this engaging proſpect, he 
might be brought to a contempt of 
every thing below him, and learn to 
diſtinguiſh himſelf from the beaſts of 
the field by his behaviour, as much as 
he i 1s placed above them by nature. 


This is all the morality ay de- 


| Ayved from this admirable precept, 
8 Inſtead 


— 


- 
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_ Inſtead of Sevetoniog their paſſions, or 
= correcting any of their failures, they 


only improved the beautif ul features 
of ſar own Pas, OR 


The EL * of their vices 
and miſery they laid aſide, as fit only 


to humble their pride and diminiſh 
their conſequence ; inſomuch that the 
knowledge of themſelves, rather ſerved 
the intereſts of preſumption and va- 
nity, than of lowlineſs and humility. 
But ſuch conſiderations as. theſe will 
never heal the infirmities of human 
nature. To do this, we ſhould not 
only reflect upon the divinity of our 
extraction, but alſo upon the ſtain and 
blemiſn we have brought upon it by 
ſin, ain our fallen ſtate of it and 


Tg 
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Jo this, however, the antient phi- 
joſophers could never attain; they 
were unacquainted with the original 
cauſe of ſin in man, and the occaſions 
of the wonderful contradictions we 
find in ourſelyes. This mixture of 
dignity and meanneſs, of reaſon and 
folly, of which we are ſenſible, was hid 
from their eyes,. They fancied reaſon 
as powerful as ever ſhe had been, not 
being aware of any diſorder and con- 
fuſion in the ſoul, from the havock 
num man. 95 


Thus, i in "Xo with themſelves, and 
their own deceitful hearts; thus in- 
ſenſible, or regardleſs of the weak fide 
of human nature, they made a falſe 
ſtep in the very firſt principles of mo- 


fe © and en. 


= But 
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But revelation bas truly taught us 
the knowledge of ourſelves; by this 
ve underſtand, not only that we came 
out of the hands of God, but how we 
were changed when we were thruſt 
out of paradiſe. We are fully ac- 
quainted with our folly and weakneſs, 
and, at length, with the firſt riſe and 
occaſion of our being ſo, (namely) the 
Heart's deceitfulnefs, for be heart is 
. nano 5 all 41 1 wi l 5 0 


In treating upon theſe Gen I Nat 
endeavour to explain, 1ſt, What 1s 
meant by the heart, and in what re- 


rate it is ſo deceitful. 


vf The Teaſon * its deceitful 


zdly. Give ſome inſtances where 


this 
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this deceitfulneſs chiefly appears, and 
then e en ſhort reflections. 


| 4 Y What 18 meant in * place 
by the heart, and in what reſpect it is 
ſo deceitful. We are to underſtand 
by the heart in this place, the inward 
qualities of man; his thoughts, his 
will, his affections and deſires; in a 
word, the fountain of his judgments, 
his inclinations, and reſolutions. N ow, 
that our heart is deceitful with regard 
to God, is manifeſt from the many 
promiſes of repentance and amend- 
ment we violate, from the vows we 
make, from the good reſolutions which 
paſs away as a morning cloud and the 
early dew, and from the vain confidence 
we put in our ſtrength, though it has 
ſo often deceived us. It is alſo de- 
ceitful with relation to men, from 
| whom 
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whom we often | conceal our real 
._ thoughts'and ſentiments. How com- 
mon a thing is it to hear God and re- 
ligion brought into queſtion, to cover 
private pique and reſentment ; how 
common to hear of his cauſe and his 
truth being at ſtake, whilſt pride and 
intereſt, envy, hatred, and malice, are 
at the bottom, Vece be 
iniqeed ou are ure vg 1 


How often, in a word, do we act 
contrary to our moſt ſteadfaſt purpoſes, 
being wholly at the command of our 
paſſions and appetites. How often is 
reaſon ſullied and debaſed, and made 
„ er to and vice. 


1 am now, Send, to give the rea- 
ſons of this deceitfulneſs. Of all crea- 
tures, man 18 the moſt fickle and in- 

>: _ _ conſtant: 
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tonſtant: our judgments, our opts 
nions, and our paſſions are ſubject to 
prodigious viciſſitudes; what we the 
laſt moment purſued with the greateſt 
eagerneſs and deſire, now palls upon 
the ſenſe; the warm ſentiments of love 
and affection, are ſoon turned into dif- 
reſpect, or hatred; and, perhaps, we 
may now believe what once hy. 1,18 ra 
mer ecible. a 


When the duties of religion are to 
be performed, how hard a matter is it 
to keep the mind for any conſiderable 
time in a compoſed temper. Suppoſe 
we reſolve firmly to ſerve God, a Being 
truly amiable, immediately other ob- 
jects preſent themſelves, better ſuited 
to fleſh and blood, and more propor- 
tioned to ſenſe. We give over our 
ha Tlie; and caſt ourſelves into the 

'* embraces 
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embraces of thoſe which work _ 
our £365 DER ſo viral: 


tractions crowd in to intercept us. A 


in the execution of its new deſigns, 
changes 1 its * . and N 


" 
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Again, we are inconſtant from t 
; - 9 ff 7  T 7 b * — „ N 5 
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When we pray, meditate, or refte& 
upon the ſtate of our ſouls, how diffi- 
cult is it to fix upon thoſe acts of de- 
votion; how ſoon will other thoughts 
break in upon us, and a thouſand diſ- 


good reſolution formed in the heat 
and warmth of our zeal, pleaſes for a 
while, but as ſoon as this fervour is 
over, and grown A little cool, the 
heart finding more pleaſure. and leſs 
reſtraint in its ordinary courſes, than 


deceitful. . 


a * 2 
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5 liberty 
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liberty uf ĩt being very uridetermirieds; 


and of great extent. Its hopes and 


and doubts more grievous than any ach 


eidents themſelves, about-which,it is in 


ſo much concern. Now ſuch narrow- 


neſs of capacity, joined to ſuch bound- 
less e 


fickle, and out of humour with every 


thing. Upon the whole,. then, ,is.i iy 
poſhble, that. the, heart which is uni 


form and conſtant to nothing but a. 
; Thaw wart deggarful Ga nan 


* 


** fit 4 Bra" ; Wit 23 


diy, I ſhall. How ive 3 go | 


ances . wherein the ,deceitfulnets of 


the heart c chiefly appears. * vhas E 


MO BW 134534 


P The "bean, aden impoſes. upon 


the, un ee, in dhe judgment it 


For. 1. 
bo rate 1, 182 paſtes 


expectations are larger than any pre- 
ſent. enjoyments can be, and, its fears 


ices, muſt make the ſoul reſtleſs 
and inquiſitive, eager, after novelty, 


— 


„ 
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pues upon things. How careful are we 
t magnify the value of thoſe purſuits, 
for which" we have a reliſh? How 
wilt our over-heated imagination give 
them beauties which they have not, 


aun cel dhem to ſhine in borrowed 
ue? 10 


ne "WM phe” O55 v6; 16 45s 
Naa ec the 
pleaſures of ſenſe; to remove whatever 
may below or mean, and add a greater 
degree of delicacy and refinement than 
1 deſerve. It conceals the vanity 
- nd "ſhort continuance of them. It 
contributes all it can to their worth 
and ſolidiey; anch when to) ” the eye 


, yet the heart 
will endeavour to — them in lively 
colours, and recommend them as 
things, though of à ſhort duration, 
hog en nature: 4 ye 
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1 N = 


cdptivated by an airy bubble, the heart 
leaves the path of virtue, and: n 
itſelf deceitful; [247 3 111 l 393 358 
Mig Mann td 28181 
A ſerond a eee 73 
nes of the heart, appears in the many bf 
vain. pretetices; it uſes to embolden us 9 
to ſin. It is not alittle ſurpriſing by KF 
how many ſhifts and wilesit debauches 
dur reaſon, and hurries us away to 
commit that which is evil. It re- 
Preſents each circumſtance to the beſt 
advantage, that it may ſet a keener 
edge upon our deſires. If a thing has 
turned to more than ordinary account, 
or if it bas furniſhed us with more de- 
light chan we expected; the memory 
of it is called in to ſeduce us _ 
*pytablerieſs of what is pat. 
WHOS Rod nth ail. gw; 
0 This heart bveevalulng former en- 
e ! itſelf imaginary 
balleg happi⸗ 
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43 happineſo, vnſtiy greater than What 
; will be found upon trial. It ſuggeſts 


that the pleaſures of ſin are preſent, 

and the puniſhment of it remote, and 

at a great diſtanee. It will dreſs. up 

Prodigality in that of generoſity, op- 

preſſion in that of Rnd juſtice. A 
en ollen en fiery 

. Mall be eos 

| cern for the glory and honour” of re- 
| gion. 19}. NETG 3 18411. Fig vhs, 

jo gd wich e 34... 21h Aan Ng be 

I - a laer theſe falſe names and ſpecious 

f appearances, the worſt of vices are not 

only counttnanced, hut thought ne. 

ceſſar to he committed. Nay, che dic 

nates of a ſhearti entirely unde 

EE tion to the luſts of the fleſh, are me 
5 | r 

1 -iqqed _ Ci | called: 


2 


n 7 

999 

\ | | : | 
8 E R MON IV. 101 


called good, and darkneſs light; or if 
the heart cannot diſguiſe them thus far, 
it will leſſen the odious nature of them. 
It will bring in our age, our com- 
polexion, or the company we keep, as a 
colouring or excuſe; it will prompt us 
to give way to our paſſions, under a 
pretence of natural bias, and the hope 
that we ſhall ſtop when we come to 

bounds, „ Aten A 33 BT So fo ;: 

OE NO vESF.H9 eren 

If thoſe methods will. not ſucceed, 
it will ſecretly lay before us ſome pre- 
tended good, which may be eaſily pur- 
chaſed, by a little ſin; and inſinuate 
that the righteous end will ſurely 
enough conſecrate us pious. The 
world ſhall be throyyn into confuſion 
and diſorder, the claſeſt friends, the 
n relations, and beſt neighbours, 
H 3 ſhall 


* 
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ſhalt be perſuaded to act with the 
greateſt injuſtice, and the greateſt vio- 
lence to each other, becauſe the inte- 
reſt of religion demands it; and not- 
withſtanding all that St. Paul can ſay 
to the contrary, it may be lawful to do 
evil when ſo great and wonderful a 


eee eee eee 

A third infietics'6f the deceitfalieh 
of the heart, is its behaviour after the 
commiſſion of fin, It endeavours to 
forget or excuſe our crimes; when 
ene iv awmnkehed, jr filences its | 
admonitions, and lulls it to fleep by 
flattery and ill- grounded hopes; it 
raiſes us up other paſſions, it pre- 
ſents us. with freſh rd and by 
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will ſtrive to allay the clamours of a 
wounded ' conſcience by buſineſs or 
pleaſure ; but if it cannot drown all 
uneaſy thoughts ĩt will make an apo 
logy for, and offer ſome plea or other 
* fron ene Genn 
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We an de rey: to apa the 
tempeations were ſtrong,” the octafions 
_ preſſing, the company agreeable; and 
that man is only a frail compound of 
fleſh and blood, and therefore an ob- 
ee ven - HERETO than 
en g ee e 80 wh e , 

heim 

Tbe laſt inftanies I ſhall give: of the 
eee e e 0 
the many falſe religions, and abſurd 
modes of worſhip in the world. Hence 


ſprung up the heather! idolatry; bene. 


camo men's underſtandings to be cor. 
PHY” "4 | rupted, 1 


— 


rupted, ſo that they fell down to ſtock · 
and ſtonęs: to gods which are no gods, 


— * 
a” 
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mbhd-who were remarkable for nothing 
ſo much as indulging ſome af the worſt 
df human 3. For what has 
occaſioned and oonntenanced ſo many 
errors in religion, but a deceitful heart, 
fed ih pride and curioſity, ſtrong 
— Projudices, |, and-a-love.of ſingularity. 


bos 3 Las 18103-9063 214294 


rr it of devotion would never have 


nies and ridiculous pageantties. It is 
this alone has engrafted the caprices of 
Asoperſtition upon the ſimplicity of real 
anch ſuhſtantial piety, and made many 
helieye that if they do but ſcrupulouſly 
andipreciſely perform the outward ſer- 
vices of geligion, this will compenſate 
for, ſincere goodneſs and unaffected 
beaqαν C4 43 ; virtue, 
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| virtus;' and the form of en 
40 as well as the reality. | 


In Basen to make a refleQion ar 
two upon what has been ſaid, and fo 
conclude. Firſt then, the deceitfulneſs 
of our hearts ought to give us a diſtruſt 
of ourſelves, and teach us not to rely 
too much upon our own ſtrength, ac- 
cording to Solomon, who tells us, 
He that mae in bis own en 15 4 

1 6080 e 0 e 0 I" 7 5 

oo ET neee 14g 7 8 

Would that man be comin wiſe, 
ni ſhould give credit to a cheat or 
impoſtor, which had often impoſed 
on his belief; and ſhall we after we 
have had ſo many inſtances of our 
weakneſs and treachery, depend upon 
our own power? Do we not daily ſee 
NOM! _ virtues of the beſt men are 


| 41 1 ſullied ü 
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ſullied. by th vinlonee of palin. 5 
A r ae ur 


Sbould we not es by thacented of 
eee take the ſame, nay 
greater care of the ſoul than of the 

perfect ſtate of health, do we not en- 
deavour to preſerve it by whoteſome 
diet. moderate exerciſe, and general 
temperance? Should we not then 
when we feel our heart in a good 
frame, and well-diſpoſed temper, uſe 
the lame, or rather greater catition 
and circumſpection over | its inclina- 
tions? Oughtiwe not to be perpe- 
tually upon our guard, and avoid N 
8 eee eee 


FF. md The deceitfulneſs of FOO 


ſhould. be a means to put us upon ex- 
FW W 


to us, according as we have acted, 
anten, ar Gy apa or re. 
nme ee 83 


8 6g 


by Aa REL ehr to. 
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ang ourſebres frequently, whether 
we have been deſective in reſpect to 
our own or our neighbour's welfare; 


have donc, the remembrance will be 5 


pleaſing and delightful; but if we 


have been ſo unhappy as to fail in this 


particular, then we ought to think of 
making reſtitution to the perſons in- 
jured, and this will free us from melan- 
choly and deſpair, while the thoughts 
of having done every thing which be- 
comes a good chriſtian, will ſupport 
us in all our troubles, and give us 
courage and comfort in the 15 of 
n | 


\ 
* 
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in our Pools real. and unaſſacted inte 
OS it cerity in the ſight of God, 
* dy correcting our corrupt and faulty 
by Sing the Lord mn: i 
m0 all our ways; remembering that 

"oF 1 beart ts deceitful above all things, 
 watchfulneſs over ay 4: apt to become 
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I know, that. there i 16 4 good. i in . 
but for a man to ręjcice, WW do goo 
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in bis 72 28 79 11 hits dig Of 
1 eit of Nile 9011 04. 2d 64 
HIS bock is ſuppoſed to be 
written by Solomon, towards 
the cloſe of his life, as a recantation 
of his error, in departing from the 
worſhip of the true God to that af 
idols; and he deelares herein to all 
poſterity,” -what ſorrow! and regret: he 
notti had 


110 8 E R N ON | 'V. ji 
and how earneſtly he deteſted all thoſe 
Pleaſures and delights whereby he had 
been ſeduced, as vanity and vexation 
of ſpirit, a5 incapable of affording : any 
ſolid pleaſure and content of mind, 
much leſs of leading him to the enjoy- 
SR 
I happineſs. * Nin 2x rie 23 


"His defign throughout is to invite 
and conduct all others, by his example, 
to piety and virtue, as being the only 

paths to true felicity. "To this end 

be firſt af all gives us a brief relation 
el his on courſe of life, and of thoſe 


things men are wont to purſe; with 
the utmoſt diligence and application, 
hoping to find happineſs and ſatis- 
faction in them, but that he had found 
them all to be vanity, Ah 0h 
bed . | 


or kt 4354 3 
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men to ſin, by promiſing them plea- 
fures, and expired _ in vexation 
ard * 1 hog 

Fb hence os exhorts 11 1 men to 
reſign themſelves to the conduct of 
true wiſdom, 7. e. religion; to fear 
God, 'and apply themſelves to good 
works; this being the only thing to 
give us a true reliſh and pleaſure in 
the enjoyments of this world, I now 
that there is no good in them, but for 
4 man to rejoice, and do good i in bis l ie 


» > : 63 6 14475 


* Whatever we. may fondly 3 imagine 


he, (by a dear purchaſed experience} 
that there is no good in them, bu 
only hen we make them inſtruments 
of doing good, then may we truly re- 
Joice in them; then only do theſe vain 


and 
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and tranſitory poſſeſſions; adminiſter a 
real. j Joy, a ſolid, durable pleaſure, 


when we employ them to the ſervice 


and benefit of mankind. In truth, 
had there been any real happineſs ! in the 
pleaſures of this world, it is impoſſible 
but ſo extraordinary A perſon, who 
bad all things at bis command, who 


made the moſt curious and critical 


"x AX XX 


enquiries i into every thing here below, 
it is impoſſible but ſuch a man muſt 


have diſcovered it. And, perhaps, 
God permitted him to make ſo bold 
au uſe of his knowledge. and. capaci- 
ty, to ſhew us the weakneſs and folly 


7 of all worldly purſuits, . For, alas ! 


[314-4 


arch, af ter be. had rankacked the 1 re- 
woteſt parts © of the then known. world, 


(113 1977 
Examined into, and experienced. every 


Went 5 n ee 


g in POP hold the reſult of 


thin E K © 117 "Ire "his 
bits 


$427 the cloſeſt and a diligent 


th 
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his, ſtudies ; he is diſappointed; and 


fatigued, and pronounces all to be va- 


| nity: and vexation: | 


Ke Ie £33 ils HT Bt | IE. . Pf 
It is true; 4 thing was ons 


good, and the good things of this 


world were intended for the comfort 


and refreſument of manltind; but by 


our abuſe and miſapplication, they 


become vain; that is; when we em- 
ploy them to the pampering of pride 
and luxury 3 when we ſuffer them to 
ſteal away our hearts from God and 
virtue, or expect greater happineſs 


from them than they were by nature 


furniſhed to afford us. In this caſe, 


the vanity we charge them with, is 


juſtly and properly our on; and 
when we are cheated and ruined by 
their inconſtancy, the fault is not 
in them, but ourſelves; it is not 
VOL. I. I owing 
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14 8ER MON V. 
oving to their deficiency, but our own 
folly. lis tons on s Horne 
e ene id tn. 
We are naturally apt to entertain 
large hopes from worldly enjoyments ; 
the riches, honours, and pleaſures of 
mis life, are whatweare taught from 


eur childhood te purſue, as things that 
and had we no other demands but 
thoſe of the body to provide for; this 
world might ſatisfy ua. But we feel 
omething within us vaſt and exten- 
five in its deſires; we find ourſelves 
eapable of, and thirſting after, greater 
happineſs than this world can give; 
we find the ſoul is not to be ſatisfied 
with meat and drink, with wealth and 
 fenſual e . cannat * Jef 
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- Yet, this is our folly, we think 
vur houſes ſhall continue for ever ; 
that our lands and eſtates can ſupply 


the ſoul, as well as the body; with all 
| conveniences ; ; we look upon theſe 


things as fixt and permanent, which 
are vain and fleeting ; and, through 
the delufion of a ſtrong faricy, we ima- 
gine ourſelves at home; when we are 
only upon our journey, and expett bet: 
ter accommodations than are poſſible 
to be had. For this reaſon it is, that 
we find ourſelves ſo ſadly diſappointed 
in all the ſatisfactions of this world; 
that we hear ſuch complaints of the 
miſery” of this life, and our big hopes 
of happineſs ſink into vanity and vexa- 


tion of ſpirit: 


But di d 1 Know how to uſe the 


1055 things of this world, or had we 
FE: | 12 the 
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the wiſdom to uſe them in ſuch a 
manner, and for ſuch purpoſes, as 
God and nature have preſeribed and 
directed, there would be no room for 
ſuch complaints, becauſe no danger of 
being thus deceived and .undone. by 
them. I his i is ; what the, wiſe preacher 
has pointed out in the paſſage before 
us: he has here taught us how to 
ule this world, fo as not to abuſe it, 
nor be abuſed by it; how, to keep the 
| pleaſures of ſenſe from being a vexa- 
tion to the ſpirit; how to make that 
| which 1 18 vanity, become ſubſervient to 
that which is ſubſtantial felicity. This 
there is but one way in the world to 
do, and that is, 1 rejoice, and 45 


f 2 £5, 
— 10 


„The great and principal ends, for 
; which the divine bounty has. given 
IT; man 


SERMON V. 11 


man the free enjoyment of worldly 


bleſñings, are but theſe two, that we 


ſhould rejoice, and do good in this 


life. And, ſurely, no man would de- 
ſire to be upon happier terms with his 


Maker, ſince he is permitted firſt to 
pleaſe himſelf, to take what is ſuffi- 
cient for his own refreſnment, and 
then out of his ſuperfluities to admi- 


niſter to the wants of others 


2 
t 


* 


things; amidſt the delicacies of the 
moſt richly ſpread table, he deſires no 
more than what may reſtore and exhi- 
larate nature; and a generous hoſpi- 


table man who loves to communicate, 


is as much pleaſed in another's ſatis- 
faction as his awn; by contributing 
to another's happineſs, he receives an 
addition to his own, and, indeed, ne- 

I 3 ver 


A wiſe man is temperate in all 
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ver rejoĩces ſo much as when it is in 
his e dec ee 
weine, Wen een 
ſordid Aden, in the largeſt afflu- 
ence of worldly bleſſings, never enjoys 
himſelf in any; he has no real ſatis- 
faction in what he ſeems to poſſeſs, 
becauſe he is afraid to part from it ; 
and 1s never the better for it himſelf, 
becauſe he will ON e to'be 
ſo... * 


— 


1 4 
4 


But in Wee 0 to a wiſh lmpeavernint 
of the _ of this world, we ay 
here 8 | "Li 


1ſt. To ene in them. 


- 2dly. To do good. For, 
. | zaly. 
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Jay. There is no other way to ex- 


tract auy real happineſs from the en- 


joyment of them, _ "ay: thus doing 
good with ene N 


WE. -*} 


Seele 


That men maß * in the 800 
things of life, we are told in the 
verſe following the text, is tbe gift 
of God. It is freely allowed to all, and 
moſt men are ready enough to take 
their portion herein; all the danger is, 


left they ſhould debaſe and ſpoil their 


SJ 


joy, and not rejoice in theſe things as 
der essere Ou JN | 


1 gy 


Men af extremely opt to rejoice in 
their wealth, „ honours, and wor dly 
acquiſitions, as if they were the pro- 
their own induſtry and contrivance; 


and ſo flattering themſelves as if they 
2 14 acquired 
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3 


acquired them hy their own power, 
they are tempted to think they have a 
right to uſe them according to their 
own pleaſure. But all: ſuch rejoicing 
2 no better than that preſumptuous 


boaſt of king Nebuchadnezzar, when 


| wi, we to himſelf, IL nat this: great 


© Babylon, that. I baue built for the bouſe 


of my kingdom, iy the might of my power, 
and far the banour of my. majeſy. For 
which there came a voice to him im- 
tber. It ĩs an impious miſtake to ima- 


gine theſe things to be the natural 
iſſue of human dexterity, which are 


the free donations'of. God's bounty. 


It is his bleſſing only 'that  maketh 
rich; and if we'would make riches a 


blefling, we muſt enjoy them as ſuch, 


with all due thankfulneſs and acknow- 


| ve to the ſupreme donor, with 


Ly 
pc 


+1 temperance 
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| temperance aud moderation, that ue 
forget not the giver. ane 
which they were given... A 12 29 2 * 2342 
KW * St To '4 vitk qt af Fo} of id tea 


A xeligious ſenſe of the divine good. 
meſs, would refine and ſublimate thaſe 
earthly comforts, and give a double 
pleaſure in every enjoyment of life. 
Mat is it, but the want oſ this, that 
makes the maſt exquiſite pleaſures in- 
ſipid, and the heart of the wicked in 
derer, of u ne n u, 
o eleott 0 mg, U rette 
en 16 is a ſenſe off reliirinmalndy: that 
teaches a man how to enjoy good in 
his labours, as the wiſe, man has ex- 
preſſed it; how to allay the croſſes and 
diſappointments that are apt to in- 
trude on the happy intervals of fe, 
and how; tao: take his portion of Plea> 
a anſwereth him in 

n the 
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the joy of his heart. | Without this a 
man may have riches; and health; and 


every thing he can defire, and yet not 
enjoy himſelf in any thing, for this, 
ſays he, ir the gift of God, and ſuch a 
one as he never gives, but to the good 
— 11 be ek 
$7 7-287 * 111 N i; tief 
So that we ſee men loſe the bet and 
greateſt part of their ſatisfaction in 
worldly bleſſings, and are no leſs inju- 
nous to themſelves than to Almighty 
God, when they forget or neglect to 
acknowledge the great Author of them, 
from-eabows cometh every good and perfet? 
. But l e Gal esd 
Bere Re ee: t 1 2 
_ As weare permitted to rejoice 

in the gifts of Providence, ſo are we re- 
quired to do good wih them. This 
we ae obliged'to do on many ac- 
807 | Counts, 
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counts ; but 1 mall orth infiſt opon 1 it, 
at preſent, as it is 4 teſtimony of the 
common "gratitude and homage we 
owe to our Supreme Lord, and Bene- 
eee 
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Obie is a cali dictate of 
nature, and to make returns in pro- 
portion to what is received, is a rule 
that runs through the whole creation. 
The or knoweth bis primer, and requites 
him by his labour; the earth returns 
the ſeed by a plentiful harveſt, and the 
| ſex throws back the rivers that run 

into it. Thus, in all ſocieties, one 
kind of comtmierce is ſupported, as one 
nation is by another, and all ſubſiſt 


upon a principle of gratitude. "The 


king himſelf, ſays Solomon, 7s ſerved by 
the field, and the product of his evun- 
try makes it'Worthy his protedtion 

Dot | - "het 


. E en 8 


Can we — $99 0 
die to, him? or, contribute in any 
reſpect to the advancement of his,hap- 


pineſs, which, i is already infinite, and 
Py admits ol ng, addition? It is true we 


muff conſe, with the Plalmiſt, Qur 


oaneſs extendeth Ao ante him, but then | 
our xighteguſneſs and gur charity may 
be, helpful to men, liße ourſelves, . and 
the daipg good to theſe, God is gra- 
gjouſly pleaſed.to: look, upon as an ho- 
nopr done to himſelf. Wheſoever giveth 
n cup. of cold. water only, lays our 
Vina Redeemer, :in; the name of 4 4if- 
Se rwerily,. 1 ſay ung 3%, ee in 
no-w1ſe Joſe bis en 2 8 Neger 
110 by. * "IP EIOTEH ate BL 3 * 
- Indeed, Nu beſt ſeryj viees,,our moſt 
extragreinary, performagcęs 01 khig 
32 kind, 


8 E R M E N V. 


125 


- kind, amount to no more in propor- 


tion, than one drop of water to the 
immenſe ocean; but ſtill God requires 


tem as his due, and it is what we 


muſt pay, not with; intent to enrich 


him, but only by way of acknowledg- 


ment that we hold all from him. 
Scoo95s £969 $0000 103 ed! SH 
This 38 n homage ee 
inſure our title to, and our poſſeſſion 
of the good things we enjoy under the 
kind er of his en 544 
i e rant 167 Hong 
e We may bene Ear is no 
e way to make them ſerviceable to 
our happineſs, or extract any real 
comfort from them, but by thus do- 
ing good with them. This is hat 
the wiſe man intends chiefly to incul- 
cate in the words before us; I none, 
ſays he, that there is no good in tem, but 
Meint 1 85 far 
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for '@ man to rejoice; and do good. This 
is the wiſeſt improvement we can make 

def thoſe things, to our preſent advan- 
tage, us well as our future felieity. 
To employ our wealth, our learning, 
power, and other talents to the ſervice 
of mankind, is certainly the way to 
make them turn to the beſt account, 
and bring in the'preateſt gain to our- 
ſelves; for N 1780 1 babe we 
or _ _—_ 15109 
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Sbould we, Sm A like the 
ada; lock up our wealth from the 
world and ourſelves, not uſing it at 
all? What pleaſure can be con- 
ecived in this? What advantage 
barely to behold it with our eyes? 
This makes us not the maſters and 
owners of it, but rather ſlaves and 
_ to cit. This makes it a pu- 

* niſhment 


— 
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niſhment to be rich, a plague and; 
vexation inſtead of a pleaſure. | 
v9 10 2 30) bo.” 3 03 hi {#1 vii 55 
| Sb we, 6H the other hand, ſpend 
it in notous and ſicentious living, or 
in the more gay and refined entertain 
ments of life. Why, truly, this alſo 
is vanity the pleaſure theſe things 
ſeem to afford is mere amuſement and 
deluſion, and will certainly be attend- 
ed with remorſe and pain in the end, 
when we come to reflect that we have 
thrown away two of our moſt pre- 
cious talents, time and riches, which 
were capable of much nobler improve- 
ments; that we have ſpent, perhaps, 
the greateſt part of our life in diver- 
ſions,” nor thought of | its main' buli 
neſs. 5 


Ne leder 1 

Theſe trifles, ſays an ingenious au- 
thor, cannot pray for us; but the 
- $ Poor 
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vor and diſtreſſed, whom! they keep 
us from reliewipg. may either ſuc- 
celsfully pray to God for us, or cry 
to him againſt us. The paſſage in 
ſerĩpture that repreſents the rich; man 
in hell without ſaying that he op- 
pPreſſed or defrauded any, gives no 

other account of his doom, but that 
faring ſumptuouſly, he neglected to 
relieve the ſuffering poor. IS eile 
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But the pleaſures of deg, good 
are truly noble; ſublime, and laſting; 
they will ſupport our ſpirits under the 
worſt circumſtances of life; will be a 
rviving cordial at the hour of death, 
when all others fail; will follow us 
into the other world, and be a part 
of the happineſs of bleſſed ſpirits 1 


heaven. "x 
- i" PHONE Of 24g, * 54+ ia 


* 
4 . "$*.. — 7 „ +, | 1 * 
41 7 8 273 » 8% \ 2» 2354 410601 1 
"+ + i £ 
209 
* 


8 ER MON V. 129 


How inferior are the choiceſt de- 
lights! of ſin, in compariſon of thoſe 
ve receive from the conſciouſneſs of 
having, in any reſpect, promoted the 
welfare and happineſs of mankind ? 
Can all the ſenſual entertainments in 
the world adminiſter ſuch a ſolid plea- 
ſure, as the doing of one good action, 
ſach as men (muſt applaud and com- 
mend, ſuch as God . e 2 N 
reward? : Ga £13. 1 
reh 1 int, em the Plalmiſt; 
were given to nate glad the beart f 
nan; but it never anſwers this end ſo! 
effectually, as wien it is generouſly” 
communicated ' to our "hungry and 
thirſty neighbour! S0 that the giving 
a cup of water only in charity, the 
meaneſt and ſmalleſt benefaction to 
the poor and miſerable, ſhall yield us 
- VOL. I, K a greater 


ure, than the ſpending a 
years, if that were poſh 


revels of 


. 
„ 


. Uſe, by thus making them iuſtru- 
Dp ments of doing good to 

mſncee, at the lame time we are fo em- 
pPloying them, we are doing good to 


- _. ourſelves, and ee our own - 

| we ae taking the beſt. method * 
2 - _ giving, ourſelves a true, reliſh, of the 
=; 855 eujgyments of this I 


8 3 — FIT 
31 . 5 


4 BP [_ "— 
* 
4 * of ; , * þ x — | G 
* 1 1 > & < 8 5 R . £ 4 1 
"<4 8 E R M O N \ I 
» * | ht , * ö . - a 
1 b — 
. ' 
* 9 5 
4 SE * 0 , = ** 


4 


RN -.. PROVERBS: V. 21. 
The ways of nian are before the eyes of 
the Lord, and he ps all is 

e 


HE gosermbent of Divine Pros 

vidence over the actions of men 
10 dre clearly aſſerted. He pondereth 
them, he weigheth them as in a ba- 
lance; and obſerveth them with the 
greateſt exactneſs. He heholdeth them 
not merely as an idle ſpectator who is 
wholly. unconcerned and. indifferent 


about them, but ag the Supreme Co- 
K 2 | vernor 
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|  vernor and Judge, who is to direct 
and overrule our actions, to the wiſe 
purpoſes of his providence, and to re- 
ward or puniſh them in the propereſt 
manner, and in the fitteſt ſeaſon. 
Thine eyes are upon all the ways of the 
ſons of men, ſaith the prophet, zo give 
every one according to his ways, and ac- 
| W to the * of bis doings. 


I ſhall ee; in the following 
- diſcourſe conſider the providence ot 
God as reſpecting the actions of men, 
both with regard to their good and 
evil _—. 


- 


Firſt. All the 3 actions men 1 per- 
| Foy are under the divine inſpection 
and government. He is perfectly ac- 
quainted with the principles from 
Which 2. flow, _ all the circum- 
| ſtances 


g 
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ſtances that attend them. He makes 
uſe of them for anſwering the ends of 
His moral government, for promoting 
the intereſts of his kingdom, and the 
good order of the world, and for ren- 
dering men uſeful to one another. It 
is pleaſing to him to ſee his reaſonable 
creatures acting in a manner agreeable 
to the nature with which he has en- 
dued them, and employing the active 
powers he hath given them to valuable 
purpoſes. He ordereth it ſo in his 
providence, that ſuch good actions are 
often in ſome meaſure rewarded even 

in this life, and procure preſent bleſſ⸗- 
ings and advantages to thoſe who per- 
form them; at leaſt they are attended 
with an inward conſcious ſatisfaction, 
which 1s far to be preferred before any 


ſenſual pleaſures and gratifications. bs 


Or if, as is frequently the caſe in 
K 3 this 
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this ſtate of trial and diſcipline; good 
actions are attended with great difficul- 
ties and diſcouragements, and through 
the ignorance of miſtaken and pre- 
judiced, or the malice and wickedneſs 
of ill deſigning men, meet with very 
bad returns, and expoſe the doers of 

them to preſent temporal evils and 
ſiufferings, he will certainly take care 
that they ſhall be rewarded in a future 
ſtate: not one of them ſhall be for- 


ge-etten before God, they ſhall be pro- 


duced into open view, and ſhall re- 
ee e ee eee recom- 
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Nor doth the regard which the pro- 
vidence of God hath to men's good 
actions, appear only in that he ob- 
ſerveth and approveth them, and will 
en that d nal be rad 

| rewarded 


rewarded in the fitteſt ſeaſon; but it 
s further to be donſidered, that Divitie 
Providence frequently intereſteth itſelf 
in exciting men to good actions, and 
aſſiſting them in the exerciſe of thoſe 
good actions, and in removing impe- 
diments, and futniſhing proper occa- 
ſions and opportunities. It cannot 


. reaſonably be denied, that God may 


have many ways of doing this, with- - 


out infringing the'freedom which be- 


longeth to men as they are moral 


agents, and fo as that the good deeds 
they perform may ſtill be truly and 


and may be rewarded as ſuch. There 
is nothing in ſuch a ſuppoſition but 
what is wotthy of God, and agreeable 
to his ſupreme wiſdom and goodneſs, 
The doarine of the holy ſcriptures 1 is 


very clear and expreſs on this head; 
. 2 


properly ſaid to de of their own doing, 


: x * $ERMON | 
and it is, of great importance toms t 
have a ſenſe of it ſtrongly e 

N ee way + diva! 
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IJ What an 33 Aa ehen 
muſt it needs be, hen we ſet about 
the performing of a good action, to 
be aſſuxed that the great Lord and Fa- 
ther of all, on whom our happiness 
depends, obſerveth the good. deed. in 
every circumſtance, and is ready to 
f | aſſiſt us in the performance of it, and 
q | 6 to ſu pport us under the difficulties 
38 which may attend it! This ſhould 
both encourage us to apply to God 
I prayer for his divine. afliſtance, 2 | 
would engage us, when we have done 
any thing that is good, to give thanks to 
bis holy name for the. opportunities 
: he hath put into our hands, and the 
. gracious aids he | hath been Fee 


8 us. 


Secondly. 


n 
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Secondly. Let us nom conſider how. 
* the provelence of God concerneth 
itſelf» about men's evil actions; for 


here he nee, ee lies. * 


n e ts 4 this, the fling 
ing _ ve eee oy: 


ot 


7 g : © hs, "© i hs; + 
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pls God never is the! proper au- 


om 


thor or cauſe of evil actions. He 


never impells men by any | poſitive 
influence to the commiſſion of thoſe 
actions. This neceſſarily follows from 
the perfect holineſs and righteouſneſs 
of his nature, which is frequently de- 
clared and aſſerted in the ſtrongeſt 
manner in the ſacred writings. Evil 


and ſinful actions are what he moſt 


expreſsly forbiddeth in his law; and 
it were greatly abſurd and difho- 
nourable to him to ſuppoſe that he 

ſhould 
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— 


ould: incline, or determine men by 
- any ßpoſitive influence to commit thoſe 


actions which he himſelf hath forbid- 
den and condemned, and againſt which 
he hath denounced awful puniſhments, 
Tbe true original cauſeof men's doing 
| bad actions, is owing to their on cor - 

rupt inclinations, and to their abuſe of 
_ their liberty, and therefore on them- 
Flves they are properly chargeable. 
This is what St. James ſignifies in that 
remarkable paſſage, Let no man ſay when 
be is tempted, I am tempted of God: for 
Gad cannot be tempted of evil, neither 
fempteth be any man. But every man is 


1 n ae, 


A 321 i E * 
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| 17 Another PR which. gh 
to be. conſidered, with regard to the 


Fe of e as reſpecting men's 
3338 evil 


Ah >>I ht 4 
wall 
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© geil actions, is, that though they are 
what he-cannot but diſapprove, yet he 
fe equently over- rules them for ſerving 
the wiſe purpoſes of his government, 
and takes occaſion from thence to 
bring about his on excellent deſigns. 
In this no ſmall part of the wiſdom of 
Divine Providence in its n en. 
0m towards: n doth conſiſt. 


WY may at aſeful 80 petal a diſting 
view of ſome ame of this kind. 


Thus, for Me God Pa hs 
makes uſe of the evil actions of ſome 
men to puniſh the ſins of others, and 
to execute his juſt judgments upon 
It is an obſervation that hath been 


2 ade by thoſe who have carefully 
conſidered 


. 
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confidered the preſent courſe of "OY 
 that'a great part of the outward pu- 
niſhments- inflicted. upon bad men in 
this life, are the effects of the evil 
po of other bad men. Now, 
though in ſuch caſes the evils and 
miſchiefs inflicted upon the ſufferers, 
may de wrong and unjuſt as coming 


5 from the immediate actors of them, 


who have nothing in view but the 
ratifying their own paſſions, or pro- 
moting, what they take to be, their 


worldly intereſt; yet it is wiſe and 


juſt in God to order it ſo, that the 


effects of thoſe myurious actions fall 


upon perſons who really deſerve to be 
puniſhed for their on wickedneſs. 


Thus what the king of Aſſyria only 
deſigned for anſwering the ends of 


his on ambition, was over- ruled by 


| God-an the juſt puniſhment of the 
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Jews for their idolatry, hypocriſy, ant 
great corruption of manners; as is 
ſigniſied in that remarkable paſſage of 
Iſaiah, O Afyrian, the rod of mind 
anger, and the flaff in their band is mine 
indignation; I will ſend him againft an 
Hpocritical nation, and againſt the people 
of my wrath will I give bim a'charge to 
take the ſpoil,” and to take the prey, and 
to tread them ' down. like the mire in the 
ſtreets. Howbeit, he | meaneth not fo; 
- neither doth his heart think ſo, but it is 
In bis en of nations 
not e 6 "x3 7 : 


0 cabs God ER De: oabics aſs of 
the evit actions of wicked men to pu- 
niſh the wickedneſs of other bad men, 
ſo he alſo over- rules them for chaſtiſing 

his on children on the account of 
their iniquities. A remarkable inſtance 
9-577 1 | | of 
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bf «this we have in the puniſhments 
- Inflifed upon David for the fins 
be had committed. For though he 
Had fincerely repented of them, yet 
3» mit was proper that crimes of ſo heinous 
a nature, and which had cauſed fo 
Brent ſcandal; ſhould be followed with 
public os marks of the divine diſ- 
pleaſure. Hence it was that Abſalom 
ry — to carry his rebellion to 
o great a height, to ſeduce his father's 
"ugh concubines, to drive him from his ca- 
7 8 pital-city, and reduee him to the ut- 
moſt danger and diſtreſs. The true 
immediate cauſe of all this was Abſa- 
| lom's wickedneſs, who freely followed 
the dictates of his own ambition, and 
the bent of his corrupt and vicious in- 
clinations. God in his righteous pro- 
_  vidence ſo ordered it, that he had an 
8 8 
1 | 1 
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bitious views. This was permitted as 
a a juſt'puniſhment for the crimes. of 
which David had been guilty, as ap- 
pears from the threatenings denounced 
againſt him on this CE le. 
Prophet, in the "ns of God. 


* 
e 


MAL. 


The like tein may: be nid 
with regard to Shimei's curſing David. 
When Abiſhai would have killed ham, 


David: faid, No, ler bim curſe, becauſe: = 


the Lord hath faid unto bim, curſe D- 


vid.” N bo ſball then ſay; wherefore haſt 
thou done ſo? This is not to be un- 


derſtood as if God had expreſsly com- 


manded Shĩmei to curſe David, or had 
put that malice and wiekedneſs in his 
beart, or moved his tongue to utter 
thoſe - opprobrious expreſſons; hut 

8 einen were 1 diſpoſed, that - 
SLE a | Shimei 


„ - SERMON N 
Sbimei had a favourable opportunity 
given him to vent the malice, the en- 
vy, and rancour which had been hid- 
den in his heart, in bitter envenomed 
reproaches againſt David. That prince, 
therefore, wiſely carried his views to 
the over: ruling providence of God, 
who had permitted this for his cor- 
| reftion; and who would not have faf- 
_— fered "theſe | ſeveral. evils to have be- 
allen him, or have given an oppor- 
1 tunity to theſe wicked perſons to treat 
-* = him in fo. injurious a manner, if he 
had not deſerved : ſuch r 1 1 
ments and ane A Aa 


thn this n wicked. men FRE 
be called God's ſword, and bis hand; 
as they are by the Pfalmiſt. Indeed, 
ji good men muſt be corrected, and 
ſuffer for their faults, as it is often 
md? | neceſſary 


SERMON vi. us: 


© neceſiary'that'they ſhould, the wicked: 
are the readieſt inſtruments, and need 


and to have an opportunity given them 
for that purpoſe, In every ſuch, caſe, 
it becometh the ſufferers, with David, 
to:ilbok beyond the immediate inſtru- 
ments, by whoſe malice, mjuſtice, or 
cruelty: they ſuffer, and to adore: the! 
hand of God, and acknowledge _ 
e to bin rightzous Judgments, | 
+ 3 36d) 15 
N may Sr Santschi that evil 
actions are often over- ruled to the pu- 
niſhment of the actors themſelves. 
The Pſalmiſt mentions it to the glory 
of Divine Providence, that the wicked is 
 fuared in the wort of bis own hands; It 
frequently happens that thoſe ſchemes: 
and actions which bad men deſign to 
the prejudice and ruin of others, be- 
vn, I, L come 


only be left to their own inclinations , 
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el, aud in the ſnare which they bave 
u i their von feet taken,” Thus 


God may, and often does, make the 


By mer s own wickedneſs prove his pu- 


niſhment, Whilſt he ſuſſereth him 
to perpetrate the evil on which his 
heart is bent, he ordereth it ſo that 


| this very thing bringeth ſuch miſchiefs 


upon him as ſerve to puniſh him both- 
for that and other crimes of _ 


y * = 
— 1891 . 
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=D hall eonelude this Aileourſs with 
obviating an  objeQtion' Which hath 
boen often urged againſt Divine Pro- 
vidence, drawn from ſuffering ſo much 
mn and wickedneſs in the world. If 
there be a wiſe and righteous God, 
he goverheth rt * provi- 
Ill I | - +. dence, 


SER'MON VI 1 
| dence, why doth he not interpoſe to 
put a ſtop'to the abounding wicked- 
neſs of men? Since, if he be Almighty, 
he is able to do it; and if he be infi, 
nitely holy and good, he muſt be ſup - 
poſed to be willing to do it, and to 
promote to the utmoſt re ee 
_ his br ha 90177511 ' 


7 97? 


70 „ Nu ts take Kinks — of; this 
objection, let it be conſidered, that 
God hath done all that was proper 
for him as a moral governor, to hin- 
der men from committing tin... He 
hath given the moſt holy and excel- 
lent laws to direct them in the full 
extent of their duty, and hath en- 
ful and important ſanctions. He hath 
in his word both made the moſt gloy 


rious and encouraging promiſes to ho- 
> * 2 lineſs 


b 2 


— 


in the ſtrongeſt manner his Juſt de- 


remonſtrate againſt the committing of 


= 8 KE wide ON VL 


'tinels and otatios; aldatidectured 


teſtation of ſin, and denounced the 


welt "awful threatenings aguinſt it, 
than which nothing can poſſibly be 


better fitted to deter men from in- 
dulging themſelves in a courſe of pre- 
ſumptuous vice and diſobedience. He 
hath ſo formed our natures, as in the 
moſt important inſtances to give us 
"an inward ſenſe of the evil of ſin, ſo 


that the practice of it is followed, in 


minds which are not „ eee 
paſſions, oy 
and remorſe; and eonſcience is placed 
within us as a witneſs and judge, to 


i, and to condemn eee 
sede FRY GEH SDS, uod bros: if] ft: 
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1 Add to this, that in the general 


courſe of God's providential dealings; 


there are many things which are de- 
ſigned to ſhew the evil of ſin; and the 
pernicious conſequences which attend 
vice. The ſcripture teacheth us to re- 
gard all the miſeries to which the na- 
ture of man · is now ſubject, as the ef - 
fects and puniſhments of fin. Nay; 
beſides the evils brought upon parti - 
cular perſons by their fins, there have 
been from time to time calamities and 
events of an extraordinary nature, re- 
lating te large communities; whick 
may be looked upon as tokens of the 
Divine diſpleaſure againſt the ſins of 
men. Thus doth a wiſe and holy 
Preridsute take many ways to con- 
Vince men of the evil of fin, and to ex- 
cite in them an hatred and abhorrenee 
of a Upon the whole it may be 
Lins, L faid, 
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ſaid. that God hath by his laws, and 
in the.courſe of his providence, done 
as much to encourage men to holineſs 
and virtue, and to diſcourage and de- 
ter them from vice and wickedneſs, as 
s ſuitable to this ſtate of trial, and 

becoming him as a moral governor in 
the kreten eircumſtances of man· 


kind. 82-2 2 a oP 2 5 | 
ie noqu ligen 9 242 22) 

„To which it- andy; eee 
God in his holy providence often over- 
releth men's ſinful actions to wiſe and 
valuable purpoſes. Therefore his per- 
mütting men to commit them is no 
Juſt objection againſt his providence, 
It hath. been ſhewn, that God fre- 
quently Over-r rules the evil actions of 
men for puniſhing their own wicked - 
neſs or that of others, or for correct- 
10g and — * backſliding ſer- 
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vants; that in many inſtances he 
cauſes good to ariſe out of them, and 
turneth them to quite different pur- 
poſes than were intended by the actors 


of them; and that the permiflion of 


fin giveth occaſiom to the exertifing 
and bringing forth into open light, 
ſome of the nobleſt affections and Wil 
poſitions of human nature, as alſs 
ſome of the divine attributes, Wich 


conſpicuous. Such are God's impar- 
tial juſtice and righteouſneſs; the wil. 
dom of his moral government, his pa- 
tience and long-ſuffering towards ſin- 
ners, the riches of his grace, and 
mercy in pardoning the truly penitent, 
and reſtoring them to his favour. Fi- 
nally, it hath given occaſion to all the 
admirable methods of our redemption 
INE? ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, Which 

„ | will 


would not otherwiſe he ſo-eminently _ 


152 


entirely hinder men from doing evil 
actions, without laying them under 
ſuch reſtraints as are inconſiſtent with 


ral governor, to diſſuade and deter 
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Will lay a nde — 
love, joy and eee 7 25045; 
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bs ea ener d ſince it appears ä 
that the ſin which is actually com- 


mitted in the world, is far ſhort of 
what would be committed if a wiſe 
and holy providence did not interpoſe 
0 prevent it 3 ſince God could not 


the liberty of moral agents conſtituted 
in a ſtate of trial; ſince he hath done 
all that was proper for him as a mo- 


men from the practice of ſin, and to 
engage them to the practice of righte- 
ouſneſs and true holineſs; and laſtly, 
ſince in bis moſt wiſe and ſovereign 
providence he over-rules the fins of 


* * ; a 8 
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men to anſwer many valuable pur- 
poſes, and often brings great good out 
of thoſe evils: All theſe conſiderations 
taken together, fully vindicate the 
conduct of Divine Providence in per- 
mitting men's ſinful actions, and ſhew 
that in this his wiſdom is to be adored, 
and at the ſame time that the purity 
and holineſs of his nature and govern- 
ment is free from the leaſt ſtain or 
blemiſh. A truth which, though 
_ ſufficiently apparent now, would no 


doubt appear, to us with a brighter 


and more convincing evidence, if we 
had that diſtinct and complete view of 
the Divine adminiſtration, which we 
hope to obtain hereafter in the king- 
dom of h heaven. | 
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Oo VR reaſon ſufficiently points out 
to us the care and providence of 
an all-wiſe Being in the adminiftra- 
tion of the affairs of the world; from 
the beauty, order, and regularity in 
all the various works of nature. To 
this it is owing, that the ſun and 
moon give certain light unto us, and f 
218.9 5 that | = 


great machine the world, ſeveral de- 


8 31 AMON vit. 

that they and all the planets keep 
their due courſes and order. Provi- 
dence affords the grateful and conve- 
nient change ſueceſſively of night and 


day, and gives the uſeful and neceſ- 
fary viciſſitude of ſeaſons to prepare 


the earth for its product, to bring 


forth and ripen all the fruits of the 


year. 


can in theſe inſtances diſcern and ad- 


mire the Divine wiſdom, yet are there 
ſeveral wheels. and movements in this 


ſigns and ends, which are too fine for 
human reaſon to to perceive, too great 
for limited capacities to comprehend. 


(That God ſhould ſuffer two princes 


for ſome flight affront and fury of re- 
ent to wage war, lay countries 


1328 bh | - waſte, 
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creation, and deface the beauties of 
it; that the good, together with the 
guilty, ſnhould be involved in one com- 
mon ruin and calamity of war, and 
that this ſame God, who ſeems un- 
moved at the calamities, ſufferings, or 
death of numberleſs juſt and innocent 
perſons, ſhould ſtop the courſe of na- 
ture and of providence to ſaye a ſingle 
man from ruin, ſeems highly unac- 
vs: od wen eg "rr 
tf A 14 We: 102488 
God is hi common parent of man- 
kind, and no reſpecter of perſons ; 
we ſhould therefore, (according to our 
way of reaſoning Yonclude; that all 
men ſhould ſhare alike the interpoſi= | 
tion of Providence, and egg * 


heaven, tg {Reds Ad dien 
n 42 #t- l ts HER 113474 its: 9651 94 
blo: Although 
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{Although we ſee that ſome perſons 
ave favoured with great and ſignal in- 


terpoſitions of the Divine favour, and 
| 5 enjoy many bleſſings above others; 
yet nevertheleſs (though Providence 


ſometimes interpoſes in the favour of 
good men) we frequently find holy 
and righteous perſons labouring under 
very great hardſhips and afflictions, 
pinched with poverty, and tortured 


dy many and grievous pains, and even 
frequently upon account of their vir- 


tue; while the wicked and unjuſt 
man” flouriſhes and rejoices in 70 1 


wickedneſs e n 
be 
Nes, that'God ſhould ſuffer thoſe 


who faithfully ſerve him to labour un- 


der difficulties, and be evil" intreated; 
and that the wicked ſhould be ſuffered 


to reign in their iniquity ; that they 


| 2 1 III. . 3 ſhould 


Pa 
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| ſhould ith impunity oppreſs the righ= 
| teous; and ęven enrich themſelves by 
it, and enjoy all the good things of 
this world, at the ſame time that he 
governs the world by his providence,” 
| Kems hard for our reaſon to explain. 


So that we may juſtly cry out with 
St. Paul, Oh / the depth of the riches," 
bath of the wiſdom and knowledge of God ! 
How unfearchable are his judgments, and 
luis ways paſt finding out; for who hath 
known the mind of the Lord, ee, 
hath uy ane mes 2} 


x PR PTY God's ent of. 
theaffairs of this world, ſo much exceed 
ed the underſtanding and comprehen- 


ſion of the divinely inſpired St. Paul, 
how ſhall we vain, we weaker mortals, 


be able to attain unto ſuch 2 
9 "1. as 


P 
"Pd 
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28 is too excellent for us! "We may, 


indeed. gneſt and make conjectures 
about the diſpenſations of Providence; 


but how we are miſtaken and deceived, 


eee eee 


== The 
firſt and chief reaſon, is, the vaſt dif- 
_ fexence there is between the Almighty 
— — We have, 
"madre epfaertalltbecade 
o our creation, if we make a right 
ut of them: but it was never intend- 
4 0: | ed 
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8 chat we ſhould be able to a 


into all parts of his creation and con- 


duct. - - 


_ God himſelf takes in all the parts 
of the creation in one view, and looks 
upon things that are not as if really in 
being; but how can we hope to ar- 


rive at ſuch high and tranſcendant 


knowledge and wiſdom? How can 


prehend immenſity, or fathom the 


deſigns of an all- wiſe, all- 
ah infinite Dey Zi Aa 4 


15 


oy cha _ Fug we e 1 


cern the deſigns. of God in his pro- 


 vidence, and reconcile his way-of pro- 


that we: cannot know what ends God 


VOL, 1. + M Propoſes” 


ſinite and limited underſtandings com- 


depth, and compaſs the bounds of re, 3 


ceeding to our way of thinking, is, 


hg 24 7+, 6p 
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propoſes to himſelf in his adminiſtra- 
tion; and therefore we can never be 
able to judge of the means and me- 
ttzhods of which he makes uſe, ſince 
/ - we do not know to what ends they are 


— — e 5 


by. 8 do hens. 
the deſigns of Providence, becauſe of 

our failings, which makes us both un- 

_ worthy and unfit to underſtand the 
ſecrets of the Lord. To know all that 
mam may know of his ſecrets, belongs 
to thoſe only who fear God; for if 
any man do the will of God, him ſhall 
he teach in his way. How then can 
the wicked it, who chuſe not to 
think about God or his providence, 
and are not willing to believe them? 
CThey render themſelves wholly un- 
worthy of the care of heaven, and of be- 
8 ing 
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ing inſtructed with the ordering of the 
world, and become fit to be given up to 
hardneſs of heart, and wicked and wil- 
ful ignorance ; ſo that ſeeing they may not 
ſee, and bearing they may not underſtand, 
Having thus conſidered ſome inſtances 
of the unſearchableneſs of God's judg-- 
ments, and the difficulty of finding 
out his ways, and alſo given ſome rea- 
ſons why they are ſo hard to be un- 
derſtood, L ſhall employ the remainder 
of this diſcourſe 1 in making ſome re- 
Wee en what has been 3 


bt: Though, ve cannot Atem all — 

proceedings of providence, yet we per- 
ceive enough of it to be aſcertained, 
that God does regard this world, and 
takes notice of the actions of men. 
The inference that may be drawn from 
danse, and the uſe which ought to 
een ihne M be 


# 
— 


To this end ve ought to be juſt in our 


mt "0 - |-- undiſcernable 


* 
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be made of it is, that we ought, 
fince God conſiders our lives and 


actions, ſo to take care of our ways, 


that we may be under his conſtant 


care and protection that we may gain, 
and continue in his favour, grow in 


virtue, increaſe in holineſs, and be fit- 


ted and prepared for heaven hereafter. 


dealings, charitable, benevolent, and 
compaſſionate in our conduct and be- 
haviour towards men, pure in our 


actions, and pious and zealous towards 


God]; then we may be aſſured that he 
will either protect us from, or enable 
us to bear up under, 8 RE 


eg e 5 * 


22 fr 15 * 
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Mae ente to . and 


go” to be made from the conſideration 


1 6 world by ſuch 


— 


— 
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undiſcernable methods, is, that we 
ought never to endeavour to pry into 
his ſecrets, for ſecrets belong to God. 
We ſhould, therefore, carefully avoid 
all inpatient longings after the know- 
ledge of future events, for /u hats to 
the day is the FSA thereof. | 


Mere we ever to uppoſe that things 
to come might be diſcovered, yet thus 
to know would be much more incon- 
venient than not to know at all, 
becauſe it would make all future mis- 
fortunes ſit heavy on us, and depreſs 
our ſouls long before we felt the real 
weight of them. But above all, we 
ſhould conſider what a daring preſump- 
tion it is, to endeavour to ſearch out 
what God has determined to keep ſecret 
from us; and how vain and fruitleſs 
it is for us to imagine we can find out 
"1 "Meg -- what 


on 

* 
wk 

- 
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what God chuſes to hide from our 705 


Let us then reſt ſatisfied and content 


with what knowledge the Lord has 
thought fit to allow us, and let us be 
aſſured that he has given us ſufficient 


capacities and abilities for our well- 
being here, and our happineſs here- 
_ 77 


Again, a further uſe we ought to 


mage of this unſearchableneſs of God's 
a+ providence, i is, the contentedly ſabmit- 
ting to all his diſpenſations. We are 
very often extravagant in our wiſhes, 
and immoderate in our deſires; yet, 
-whenever things ſucceed not as we 
would have them, we are apt to mur- 


mur and repine, and think ourfelyes 


: WT Remy 


0 o C 


18 if we . bi ct . 


pobappy the NEARER of our 


deſires 
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deſires might make us, were all our 
wiſhes granted; if we would but ſe- 

riouſly conſider that the gracious and 
all- wiſe God can provide infinitely 
better for us, than we ourſelves can 
poſſibly do, we ſhould certainly be 
eaſy in whatever ſtate God in his in- 
finite wiſdom has thought fit to place 
us, and be grateful for thoſe benefits 
and advantages we do already enjoy, 
without ' thoſe earneſt cravings after, 
and uneaſineſs about things which God, 
0 ons not thought fit to beſtow upon us. 


* us then, ** we believe that | 


- » God takes care of the world, and go- 


verns it by his providence, in all con- 
_ ditions, in all circumſtances, and in all 
our actions, ſo behave and demean 
ourſelves as may teſtify that we believe 


there n= good, ajuſt, and an adorable 
"M4 Providence 
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Providence a rules and regards 
mankind, - OY 

ae W ws are placed above 
others in authority take care how they 
uſe their power ; let them be impar- 
tial and juſt in their determinations, 
moderate and compaſſionate to their 
fellow-creatures, beneficial to the pub- 
lic, and kindly affectioned to thoſe who 
X = 1 in e e under e 


ALkt dam reflect hs the power 
they exerciſe is not their own, and of 
themſelves, but derived from a ſupe- 
nor; and that to this great maſter 


they muſt render a full and true 
account of all their proceedings, 
who will bounteouſly reward them if 
they have diligently and dutifully per- 
Formed the taſk which was aſſigned 

b tmahem; 


* 
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bir they have ay wey Mille 
ployed the talent which God has com · 

mitted to their management; if they 

have wantoned in their authority; if 
they have vaunted and prided them- 

ſelves in the miſchiefs they could do 
if they have given way to, or delighted 
in oppreſſion or wrong, they may then 
expect a terrible recompence for their 
evil actions from the abuſed juſtice of 
the Almighty, and his vengeance and 
indignation kindled up againſt them. 


The conſidering what a duty and 
charge is incumbent on thoſe who are 
put in authority, and how great a 
temptation and ſnare power may prove 
to thoſe who are poſſeſſed of it, might 
afford a very inſtructive leſſon to the 
ambitious man, not to deſire too ear- 
neſtly, or endeavour to acquire too 

5 = anxiouſly, 
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anxiouſly, or not to pride himſelf too 


much if he has already obtained power, 


honour, and authority over others ; 
fince that on which he places his 
greateſt happineſs, may chicfly om: to 


| . 


= | 
** thoſe = N in proſperity, 


7 — are bleſſed with the good things 


of this life, take care that they behave 
themſelves humbly ; let them watch 
over their conduct and behaviour, leſt 


their heart grow inſolent with proſ- 


perity, and 
80 God. 


. 


eden of what they now poſſeſs, 
and ſeriouſſiy to conſider, that they 


they . their duty and 


may be furniſhed with wealth and tem- 


ee for trial of their virtue. 
Let 


* * 
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Tet chem frequently call to mind that 
they are but entruſted with the goods 
of this world, and that they are ap- 
pointed as ſtewards and diſpenſers of 
them to their brethren when in need; 
and conſequently that if they make the 
right uſe of them; if they ſupply the 
needy, feed the hungry, cloath the 
naked, and aſſiſt the neceſſitous, ac- 
cording to their abilities, they ſhall 
then receive the faithful ſteward's re- 
ward, and be largely recompenced 
in God's heavenly kingdom, But if 
they ſee the poor in want, and relieve 
them not; if they are unmoved at their 
cries and ſufferings, and are guilty of 
oppreſfing them, they may then ex- 
pect as a return for the bad uſe they 
made of the good things of this world, 
all the evils of a miſerable eternity. 


* 
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Let then the rich and proſperous 
Jt nan os thebe 
not to ſet their hearts too much upon 
the things of this, world ; let. them 
learn to be charitable in the diſpoſal of 
them, and moderateinthe uſe of them; 


Jet them avoid all vanity and glorying 
n them; let them not give themſelves 


up to luxurious and riotous Uring, 
which frequently vitiates a man's taſte 


Jo far, as to make him take no plea- 
fare in any enjoyments, but what are 


| fenſual or unlawful. 


„( 


| Fortunes, and labour under adverſity 


and poverty, comfort themſelves by 


rellecting, that the world is governed 


by the providence of a juſt and gra- 
-cious Creator, who ſees fit to afflict 


| — room fo their 
fins 
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be de tte Wey bot be b 
niſhed everlaſtingly hereafter, or to 
make trial of their virtue and patience 
by ng m twalflicion. R | 


Vet them confi" that there is no 
condition of mankind exempt from 
difficulties, and- particular trials and 
temptations. God ſees fit to try dif- 
ferent perſons different ways ; ſome he 
proves by heaping plenty of all things 
upon them, that he may ſee whether 
they will govern themſelves with mo- 
deration, and live ſoberly and tempe- 
rately ; others again he trics, by ſink- 
ing them into misfortunes,” to prove 
whether they will behave themſelves 
patiently and meekly under their af 
flictions, without repining or mur 
muring at the diſpenſations of his 
Providence, and ſubmit themſelves 


155 with 


\ By 


* 
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With due reſignation. to his will and 
pleaſure; and alſo that he may fur- 
ther try them, whether, when they are 
diſtreſſed with poverty, they will keep 
their honeſty and integrity inviolate, 
on will give themſelves up to fraud, 
robbery, and injuſtice, _ gs * | 


bow under hardſhips. 


5, 555 us thing vally, all eee our- 
faves content with the diſpenſations of 
Providence, as God has pleaſed to al- 
lot them; and though we cannot diſ- 
- tisfied that we know God is a juſt, a 

wiſe, a good, and merciful Being, who 
will not deal ungracioully, unjuſtly, or 
unmercifully with his ſervants. Since 
he does not think fit to let us know 
ſeveral of his ſecret methods of pro- 


ceeding with us, ſince his judgments 
| are 
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are often unſearchable, and his ways 
paſt finding out, let us not preſump- 
' tuouſly deſire to pry into the hidden 
things of God; but let us ſo live that 
we may deſerve the care and protection 
of heaven, and be fitted and enabled 
to comprehend more of his judgments 
and nature when we enjoy his beati- 
fick preſence, and are admitted to a 
further manifeſtation of his glory and 

attributes, in his everlaſting kingdom. 
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to be found, nor is it uſed in the New 
Teſtament till the eighth chapter of the 
goſpel according to St. John, when the 
Jews brought the woman who had 


been taken in adultery before our Sa- 


viour, whom they importuned to do 
juſtice upon her. He, who knew their 
malice was more againſt him than the 


woman, ſaid, He that is without fin 


amongſt you, let him caft a fone at ber; 
and they which heard it, being convicted 
VOL, 1. N by 


| pl 


T is very commkable that tliers' 19 bo 
not throughout the whole Bible of 
the Old Teſtament, the word conſcience 


| | | 
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by their own conſcience, went out one by 
one, beginning at the eldeſt even to the 
lat. Nor is the Greek word, which 
throughout the New Teſtament ſig- 
nifies Conſeience, ever uſed in the Sep- 
tuagint tranſlation of the Old Teſta- 
ment (as ſome learned men tell us) 
except only in che tenth chapter of Ec- 
— elchiaſtes, veuſe the twentieth, which is 
— thus tranſlated, Cugſe not the king, no, 


nut in thy thaught. So that Conſcience 


ſeems: to be the proper and natural 
iſſue of the goſpel, which introduced 
a ſtricter ſurvey of the heart of man, 
andi a more ſevere inquiſition into the 
thoughts thereof than the law had 
done. He who could not he accuſed 
by ſufficient witneſſes to have violated 
the lam, was thought to be innocent 
enough. but the goſpel erected ano - 
ther kind of judicature, and another 


Nu examination, and brought men, 
| 2.4 who 
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who could not be charged by the law; 
to be convicted by their own con- 
ſcience; and therefore St. Paul in his 
juſtification before Felix, - after he had 
denied all that the Jews had charged 
him with, and affirmed that he had 
broken no law, arlded, and herein do J 
exerciſe myſelf, to have always a con- 
ſcience void of offence towards God and 
towards men. His behaviour was fo 
exact, that he did not only abſtain 
from doing any man wrong, but from 
giving any man a juſt pra to be 
offended with him. 


be lamented, that this legitimate off- 
ſpring of the goſpel of peace, ſhould 
by a wrong. uſe become the occaſion 
of more evils under the ſun, than al- 
moſt all: other cauſes put together. 
For, as Conſcience is nothing elſe 
* 19 N 2 but 


"i is a atk never enough to 
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againſt their conſcience, when really 


but the knowledge we have of what 
we are thinking and doing, ſo it can 
guide us no further than that know- 


ledge reacheth. Therefore, God hath 
placed conſcience in us to be our di- 


rector, only in thoſe actions which 
ſcripture and reaſon plainly tell us to be 
good or evil. But in caſes too difficult 
or doubtful for us to comprehend or 
determine, there conſcience is not con- 


_ cerned, becauſe it cannot adviſe in what 


it doth not underſtand, nor decide 
where it is itſelf in doubt: but by 
God's great mercy, thoſe difficult 


points are never of abſolute TV | 
to our ſalvation. _. 


| There is "ken $5. 5 nll. to 
be obſerved ; men often ſay, a thing is 


it is not conſcience, but ſome other 


motive which determines them. For 


inſtance, 
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inſtance; aſk any of thoſe who differ 
from the worſhip eſtabliſhed, why they 


do not come to church, they will ſay, 
they diſlike the ceremonies, the prayers, 
the habits, and the like; and, there · 
fore it is againſt their conſcience; but 


wdtey are miſtaken, their teacher hath 


put thoſe words into their mouth, for 
a man's conſcience can go no higher, 


than his knowledge; and therefore 
till he has thoroughly examined 'by 


ſerĩpture, and the practice of the 
antient church, whether thoſe points 


are blameable or not, his conſcience 
eannot poſſibly direct him to condemn 
them. It is a very hard thing to 


aſſert, that any thing can proceed from 
the conſcience of that man who is void 
of knowledge with reſpect to the ſuh- 
ject in diſpute, ſince there is ſome ſci- 
ence neceſſary to be ſuppoſed, where 
there is a pretence to conſciencte. 

Ng He 
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He who obſtinately refuſes, upon 
the obligation of conſcience, to do 

\ what the law under which he lives, and 

wy to vchich he owes ſubjection and obe- 
1 dience, requires him poſitively to do, 
ought to be ſure that the doing what 
he is enjoined, is in itſelf finful, and 
expreſsly forbidden by the word of 
God. Doubting in this point, is not 
ſufficient excuſe or warrant. The fub- 
mitting to any preſent incanvenience, 
1 rather than do ſomewhat that is en- 
; joined by authority to be dane; the 
| - preferring reproach before honour, 
that will be attended with compli- 


| ance to what is required of us, is no 
\ argument that ſuch refuſal is an effect 
of conſcience; pride, ambition, re- 
venge, or intereſt, will do the fame, 
In ſhort, conſcience is made the re- 
fuge of all perverſe and refractory 
men, when they will not obſerve the 


law, 
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law, and the warrant and intitement 
to any oppoſition, when N. 
inelitied to bieak that lai: 


ſea order to "_ theſe danzgereds 


wy miſtaken notibns of conſcierice, 
let us firſt enquire what cohſtichet is. 
Now, conſcience is a nattiral reſtraifit 
within us, to keep us from doing whit 
our: paſſions may tempt us to do; it 
may be too ſcrupulous; but it can ne- 


ver be preſumptuous; it may hinder 
us from uſing the liberty we have, but 


it is too modeſt to lead us into exteſs; 
it is liable to fear, but never to raſh- 


neſs and preſumption. For this is * 


thank-worthy, if & man fer conſciente 
towards God tndure yrief, ſuffering 
wrong fully, ſays St. Peter. But con- 
ſcience never carried a man into ac- 
tions for which he is juſtly to ſuffer; 
that 1s true tenderneſs of conſcience, 

NA which 


* 


and not that which out of tenderneſs 
dio itſelf cares not how it wrongs and 
L violates. its neighbour's peace. Con- 
T ſcience is the meckeſt, humbleſt thing 
mat can be.conceived ;. and when we 
find any proud thoughts to ariſe within 


„ SON vit. 


which: is tender of other mens repu- 
tation, wary what they think of others, 


us, ſuch as exalt and magnify ourſelves, 


neighbour; when we have any incli- 
nation to diſturb. the quiet of thoſe, 


who liye about us, we may be as ſure 
that thoſe ſuggeſtions do not proceed 


. from conſcience, as that the luſts of 
the fleſn do not proceed from the ſpi- 
a; The tree is known by the fruit, a 
good tree cannot bring forth: evil frut; 


and conſcienee is beſt known by its 
effects; if the product be wrath, ma- 
. Rare, A ene, We may 
737 799 1 9 N i 1:6 
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be ſure that conſcience is not the mo- 


ther of ſuch children, for conſcience 


can produce nothing but Peres hu- 
10 1 and „ 


. Whatever —— alin men 


make to religion, how conſcientious 
ſoever they apprehend themſelves to 
be, or would appear to others; yet, if 
they. do not regulate, their actions by 
the law of God, we may, notwith- 
ſtanding, ſay of them, that, their con- 
ſcience is deßled, 10 | 


ee Dag WR 6 oh 1 8 
our actions are to be regulated, may 


be conſidered, either as that natural 


law written on the table of our hearts, 


for ſo, indeed, it can be onl y conſidered 
with reſpe&, to heathens, who neyer 


had the means s/f being inſtructed ; in 
the 


iS * 
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tte truths of revealed religion, or elfe 
| it may be underſtood of the revealed 
| vill of God, diſcovered 10 ws in the 


holy * 


The viſt of b e ede us, 
or be dectived themſelves in their way 
of reaſoning upon the prineiples and 
duties of religion; but the holy ſerip- 
tures which were dictated by the wiſ- 
dom of God, cannot (if we follow the 
light of them) miſlead us. We have 
now a ſure word of prophecy to direct 
us, both what we are to believe and 
do, and whoſe directions, if we fol- 

low, eee ver, an 
ROM: Rn” 88 


V pon the whole matter, deseo 
| to have a good conſtience, 8 to act 
Fonifortiably and knowingly, accord- 


ing 
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1 to that law which God has pre- 

ſieribed as the rule of, our ations. 
If, upon examining our conduct by 
this law, we find there is a good 
agreement and correſpondence be- 
tween them, then we may ſafely con- 
clude we have done what we ought, 
for he has a good conſcience who leads 
a good life, Which leads me to lay 
down ſome rules and directions in 
order to our obtaining ſuch a con- 
ſcience, 


The firſt thing I would recommend 
to this end, is, a careful and diligent 
reading of the holy fcriptures. For 
as they are the rule by which we are 
to be informed and directed in all our 
actions, as well as in matters of con- 
ſcience, and from which we cannot 
depart, ſo the only way to have a con- 


ſcience 
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Sow void: of bffence, pints 


and apply this rule to our particular 
caſes and cigcumſtances.. But there is 
alſo.this further adyantage i in our be- 


wo ing much@hverſant 1 in the holy ſcrip- 


tures, that they : are not only a rule to 
inſtruct men in their duty, but a 
powerful means to perſuade them to 


I. SOPs diſcharge of that duty, 
\ 4. the and arincples ofa 


»4 — 


2 gion are only to be learned from 


them, ſo they furniſh us with the beſt 


leſſons Bf inſtruction, adapted to every 
circumſtance of life, formed upon the 


experience of all preceding ages, and 


j 1 perfected by the unerring ſpirit of in- 


ſpiration. It is there our ſpiritual 


5 wants are amply provided for, far 


better. than in any e. of 
Mere human extraction. Ar 
F „. 


1 vat my 


Are you convinced-of guilt,'as pros © 
voking heaven, and ruining your ö by 
Aſk reaſon to point” out"a-means a  _ |] 
' reconciliation, and à refuge of ſafety. | 
She will tell you, the Deity may, per- 4 
haps, accept our ſupplications, and +l 
grant forgiveneſs. But the ſeriptures 4; 
leave us not to this ſad: uncertzinty of 
conjecture ; they ſpeak the language of 
dear. aſſurance. God has. ſet forth a 
propitiation for the \ remiſſion-of fins that” 
are paſt, fo that be forgives our iniqui- 
ties; be will be merciful to our unrigbre- 
auzſueſt, and our fins and our re et he | 
| vil remember no more. ies | 
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averſe to duty? All the aſſiſtance that | 1 
reaſon can bring. is, to ſhew you the — 
deformity of vice, how inconſiſtent it 

is with the dignĩty of our nature, or the 2 
$03 OS | fitneſs | 
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viii, 
fitneſs of things. Bot the Bible re- 


commends no ſuch impotent ſuccours. 
My grace, fays its Almighty Author, 


is ſufficrent for thee. Sin ſhall not have 
5 dominion over you. The great Jeho- 
vah, in whom is everlaſting firength, he 


<worketh in us both to will and to do of 


bis $904 rafove- 1 4 2 7 


Fa you viſited: with nt or 


overtaken by any ſore affliction or ca- 


lamity? the conſolation which philoſo- 


_ phy offers, is, that ſuch diſpenſations 
eoincide,with the univerſal plan of di- 


vine government, and that affliction is 
more or leſs the unavoidable lot of 
all mankind. Another moraliſt tells 
the dejected ſufferer, impatience adds 
to the load; whereas, a calm ſub- 


miſſion renders. it more. ſupportable. 


Does the word of revelation: diſpenſe 
El. d 4245S a ſuch 
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ſuch ſpiritleſs cordials? No; thoſe 
facred pages inform us, that tribula- 
tions are fatherly chaſtiſements, tokens 
- of our Maker's love, and fruits of his 
care. That they are intended to work 
in us the peaceable fruits of righteouſ-. 
neſs, and to work out for us an eter- 
nal n of glory. 
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| hs a man, under the ſummons of 

death, have recourſe to the moſt ce- 

lebrated comforters in the heathen . 
world; and I believe they will in- 
creaſe his apprehenſion rather than 
mitigate his dread. They. were not. 
able poſatively to determine, whether 
the ſoul ſurvived, and never ſo much 
as dreamt of the reſurrection of the 
body; whereas, the book of God, in 
a great meaſure, ſtrips the tyrant of 
his horrors, or turns him into a meſ- 
ſenger 
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enger of peace; aſcertaining to the 
ſouls of the righteous, an immediate 

tranſlation into the regions of bliſs, 


and inſuring to their bodies a moſt ad- 
vantageous e at dle ae 
of all ot HSRC en 
Thus ſhall v we and the -ſariptars, i 
ve © carefully read, mark, and in- 
: Indy digeſt them,” not- only a-rule 
of conſcience to direct us in all cir- 


. cumftances but > likewiſe ' a ſovereign 


metſicine to heal the maladies of life, 
and to ſubdue; the fear of death, by 
opening to us a glorious _ of | 
CODY in a7 51 world to come. 


Hor pp # : * 7 EIN 


et us de bare the holy Maire, 


arten in our hands, and let us 


as 8 examine our hearts by 
iy if Where: be any <way of wick- 
Ru BY _ 


* 
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edeſs i in us. Then, we canin fail, if 
we do not ſhut our eyes againſt the 
light, or wilfully reject the motions of 
God's grace, 'to baue akways u con- 
ſcience, void of offence, towards God and 
man ; eſpecially if we would frequently 
| — the account between God and 
our conſciences, and inquire what fins 
we have committed, and og duties 


* 


we have done or omitted. 43 
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To 5 this more — 
IX? ſhould every morning 'call our ways t0 


remembrance, and ſearch the ground of 
our hearts,” which are ſo apt after our 


ſtricteſt examination to deceive us. 
This is the intent of that command of 
the apoſtle; Examine yourſelues, be 
tber you be in M n | Jour 
 onſebves, - bab or 


— 


19% u VIII. 


80 again, Ler every man prove bi 
en works, and then ball be bave re- 
Joicing in himſelf ale. | Indeed, with- 

out taking this review of ourſelves, we 
hall be very apt to forget what the 
Rate and condition of our fouls are; 
what improvemeats we have made, 
and what are the preſent defects we 
labour under; and ſo can have no 
true foundation for any in ward ſatis- 
faction of mind, though we may eaſily 
gelude ourſelves with a falſe apprehen- 
fion of our being in a ſtate, of grace 
und favour: with God. It is for want 
of calling themſelves to a ſtrict and 
ſeuere account for their actions, r 
cure is to e if their 
conſcience was well with 3 and 
5 they had king's to N 
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But this I ſay is a falſe and deluſive 
peace of mind, which will fail them. 
when they ſtand in the moſt need of it 
at the hour of death, and in the day 
of judgment. For as the apoſtle ar- 
gues, Fa man think himſelf ſomething 
qhen he is nothing, he deceiveth himſelf. 
He impoſes upon his own conſcience, 
according to the teſtimony of which 
he ought to judge of himſelf here, but 
muſt certainly be judged hereafter. 


If upon theſe views, men would 
- ſeriouſly and frequently compare their 
own actions with the word of God, it 
would be impoſſible for them (except 

they be given up to a judicial blind- 

neſs of mind, or hardneſs of heart) to 
continue any long time in a ſtate of 
| fin, eſpecially in any dangerous finful 

habit. Such an examination could 
O 2 not 


„ ron Vit 
not fail of obliging them to quit their 
evil courſes, and of bringing them to 
repentance. This was the method ho- 


David took, and the effect it had 


upon him was anſwerable. I thought, 
ſays he, on my ways, and I turned 
my feet unto God's teſtimonies; and no 
doubt, if we obſerved the ſame rule, 
it would by the grace of God have _o 
een e 2255 EL 


That Ae we may F a ri ight 


5 PN of our ſpiritual ſtate, our con- 


ſcience, that we may clearly diſcern 
between good and evil, it is neceſſary 
that we behold them in that light 


. which the ee nm to us. 


el us then be Klipent in the 1 
ing of the holy ſcriptures, and glad to 
receive and embrace thoſe notions of 

things 
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things which are taught us therein; 
for even the beſt diſpoſed eye cannot 
rightly judge of thoſe objects which 
are” placed before it in the cleareſt 
light, eſpecially ſnould they be at a 
great diſtance, if it look upon them 
ouny _ a trankent nn tie 


It is * ſame with our Pines 1 


ſight; be the eye of judgment never ſo 
good, and the objects thereof never ſo 
clearly repreſented to us by the light 


of ſcripture, we ſhall yet be in great 
danger of miſtaking them, and of 


paſſing a wrong judgment concerning 
them, unleſs we view them narrowly, 
and fix our mind upon them by een 
meditation. 8 * | 


It is not 4 therefore for the | 


direction of our practice, only to learn 
05 from 


- 


— 
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n we mt love God 

and keep his commandments, to have 
a conſcience void of offence towards 
God and man; nor, on the other 
hand, is it ſufficient to make us fix 
our affections on heavenly objects, 
only to be told as we are in ſcripture, 
that the things which are not ſeen are 


there 1s fulneſs of joy, and that af bis 


: right band there is pleaſure for evermore. 
But it is neceſſary that we conſider 


ſtztceſe things ſeriouſly, that we weigh 


and ponder therh well in our minds, 
that we take ſome time to exerciſe our 
meditations thereupon, that we wiſely 

things of this world, with the good 
and evil things of the other world, and 
ſeriouſly conſider the infinite difference 
tere is between a moment and eter- | 


; Laſtly. 


ternal; that in the preſence of God 
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Laſtly. As every good and perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the father of lights, let us not for- 
get to add our hearty prayers to God 
for the light of his holy ſpirit to in- 
ſtruct us, and for the afliſtance of his 
grace. to underſtand the ſcriptures 3 
« Grant therefore, bleſſed Lord, that 
_ © we may in ſuch wiſe hear them, 
t read, mark, learn, and inwardly 


s digeſt them, that by patience and 


&* comfort of thy holy word, we may 
embrace, and ever hold faſt the bleſſ- 
te ed hope of everlaſting life, which 
e thou haſt given us in our Saviour 
.< Jeſus Chriſt.” Amen, * 
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ane is the man 0 . 13 
and the man re Te I 
ro e 


HE nature of man has in it a : 

reſtleſs and uneaſy deſire after 
hain which is the ſpring that 
moves us to employ ſuch means as 
give us a fair probability of ſatisfying 
this almoſt innate propenſity. As our 
notions of happineſs are very different, Þ 
bn. en be- 4 

ourſelves 


SERMON IL 


ourſelves in order to its attainment, 
But how different ſoever our endea- 
vours may be, it is our great misfor- 
tune ſcarce ever to fix upon the proper 
means, which is the plain reaſon why 
true ſatisfaction (the end we aim at) 
is never poſſeſſed. The miſtake lies in 
this, the generality of mankind are 
ſtrangers to themſelves, and conſe- 
quently deviate from the : raad that 
leads to true happineſs. { We are dili- 
gent and curious enough to know 
other men, and it may be charitable 
to affiſt them, to inform their weak- 
neſs by our inſtruction, and to reform 
their errors by our experience; and 
all this without giving one moment to 
| look into our own hearts, never making 
an inſpection into our proper failings, 
nor aſking one of thoſe queſtions of 
ourſelves which we are ready to ad- 


* 
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miniſter to others, and thereby ima - 
gine that we have a perfect knowledge 
of them We hve with other men 
and to other men, neither with nor to 
ourſelves. We may ſometimes be left 
- to ourſelves when others are weary of 
us, or we are weary of being with 
them ; but we do not dwell at home, 
have no commerce, no converſation 
with ourſelyes, nay, we keep ſpies 
about us that we may not have; and 
if we feel a ſuggeſtion, hear an im- 
portunate call from within, we divert 
it by company, or quiet it with ſleep; 
and when we wake, no man runs 
faſter from an enemy than we do from 
ourkelves. 9 | 


ha. 


This is not Was a — diſcaſe 
that ſpreads every where, but is affect- 
ed and purchaſed at as great a price as 

molt 
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| and to others upon whom we prodi- 


Fl . 
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moſt other of our diſeaſes, with the 


expence of all our time, one moment 
of which we are not willing to beſtow 
upon ourſelves, though it would make 
the remainder of it more uſeful to us, 


gally conſume it, without doing good 


to them or ourſelves : whereas; if we 


would be converſant with our own 
hearts, and as ingenuous and impar- 
tial in that converſation as we pretend 
to de with other men, we ſhould find 
we have very much of that at home 
by us which we take very unneceſſary 


.pains to get abroad ; that we have 
much of that in our own diſpoſal 


which we endeavour to obtain from 
others, who are either not willing to 


gratify us, or not able to comply 


with our deſires. The trouble and 
6. which for the moſt part ac- 


_—_—y 
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company theſe: difapointments, pro- 
ceed merely from our not beginning ö 
with ourſelves, before we repair to _- , 7 
others) I would not be underſtood as if 4 +» . 
I was endeavouring by this diſcourſe, to Thi, 
inculcate ſuch falſe notions of the plea-. = 
| ſures of this world, as if they were 
not worthy to be conſidered, or could 
__ no reliſh with virtuous and good 
Lam verily perſuaded they take 
ur. dine pains, who endea- 
vour to perſuade men that they are 
obliged wholly to deſpiſe this world, 
and all that is in it, even whilſt they 
themſelves live here. God hath, not 
formed, and furniſhed, and adorned 
this world, that they who were made 
by him to live in it, ſhould deſpiſe it; 3 
it will be enough if they do not love 4 
it ſo immoderately, as to prefer it 
before him who made both it and 
| them. 
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them. ( Nor ſhall I endeavour to ex- 


tend the notions of the old philoſo- 
phers; and to ſtretch them farther by 


the help of chriſtian precepts, to the 


extinguiſhing all thoſe affections and 
| paſſions, which are, and always will 
be, inſeparable from human nature ; 
and which it were to be wiſhed that 


gulate, as many of thoſe — _ 
. e uſed to 95. 


wo long as the world laſts and Viſ- 


the world, there will be, and there 
ought to be, emulation in the beſt and 
wiſeſt men who live in it; for if it 
was not ſo, more vice and wickedneſs 


would cover every nation of the world, 


than thoſe under which it now ſuffers. 


40 


many chriſtians would govern and re- 


tue and induſtry. have reputation in 


If wing and honeſt men quit the field, 
and 


— 
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and leave the world to the covetous 


and unjuſt, how ſavage and ignorant 


 would:it foon appear. The end there- 


fore of this converſation with our- 
ſelves, is to get underſtanding; that 
we may be diſcreet in propoſing rea- 


ſonable deſigns, and then purſue them 


* thi! O_ 2 


is the cauſe why we ſee ſo many men 
take ſuch pains, and diſquiet them- 
ſelves ſo much about the ſuperfluities 


of life. For what is it elſe that co- 


ching that the world calls büuſineſs, de 


raiment, or for a convenient whole. 
ſome dwelling only, that ſo many ha- 


men abandoned and enſlaved, the com- 


ede e e 


ſo eagerly purſue? Is it for food and 


zatds are run, the minds of fo many 
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| mon rights invaded, the public ae 


down? Alas eee are ac- 


in compariſon either of our defires, or 
of the miſchiefs that ariſe from grati- 
fying them. But pride and pomp, 
and all the diſtinctions of wealth and 
power, theſe are the views of thought 
. and what condition 
© Joever falls below ſome of theſe, is 


2 ans © deſerve the name of 
e tn! 
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Ane nature and convenience have 
not found theſe things mme rea- 
bel our r happineſs - in them; match 
leſs can religion, which is reaſon moſt 
improved, and that beſt wiſdom, which 
| Seeded . from above, recommend 
Cott them, 


— 


a » % 
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them. Theſe teach us to ſet bounds 
to our appetites, and to bring them 
within the compaſs of thoſe conve- 
niences, with which our ſtation in life 
may very well be content, and God 
hath given us leave to aſk of him. His 
character of Father is our ſecurity for 
a ſubſiſtence. But children muſt not 
preſeribe to parents what meaſure 
| ſhall be allotted them. Nay, though 
this father in dealing it out will 
always have due regard to the real 
uſes and neceſſities of life; yet hath 
he no where engaged himſelf for all 
thoſe ornaments, much leſs for all 
that extravagance and vanity in living, 
which the wantonneſs of deſire, and 
the folly of cuſtom ſhall call, or ſhall 
imagine to be, neceſſary to our happi- 
neſs. 3 


Wc 


vox. I, = | Thus, 
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Thus, for example, an honeſt, in- 
duſtrious, good chriſtian, may reaſon- 
ably hope and believe, that God will 
enable him to maintain his family : 
but it is no article of truſt in provi- 
dence, that any of us ſhall be able to 
raiſe, - or to _ perpetuate. our family. 
We are reproached i in the goſpel for 
entertaining a ſuſpicion ſo unworthy, 
as, that he, who ſuſtains the fowls of 
the air, and cloaths the graſs of the 
field, will ſuffer us to periſh for hun- 
ger or nakedneſs. Thus far we may 
be confident. Are we therefore to 
ſuppoſe this gives us any title to inſiſt 
upon being clothed in purple and fine 
linen, and faring ſumptuouſly every 
day? No; this would neither be diſ- 
creet nor reaſonable, and conſequently 


jf we place our happineſs on ſuch ir- 


rational 9 we ſhall undoubt- 
8 edly 


. | 
To be happy does not ſo much DAY | 


| 4 89 $i 9% 
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| edly be much diſappointed. vg true 
road to happineſs 1 is, to be careful to 
maintain good works, and then not 
to repitie' at God's dealing with us, 
but to be content in that ſtation which 
his providence hath allotted us. 


ny Leben, A 
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ſilt in pomp and equipage, as in free- 
dom from anxiety and vexation of 
ſpirit; not ſo much in the enjoyment 


of the pleaſures of ſenſe, as in peace 


of conſcience and tranquillity of mind. 
| To be happy, is not only to be ſo for 


a little time, but (as long as may be, 


and if it be poſſible, for ever. We 


muſt take reaſon for our guide, or 
rather religion, which is reaſon im- 


proyed, and it will ſhew us our greateſt | 
and longeſt happineſs. Reaſon aims 


1 a Ma from the greateſt evils, 


P 2 


and 


» 
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and to bring us to the poſſeſſion and 


., enjoyment of the greateſt good; and 
religion - wiſely conſiders that men 


have immortal ſpirits, which Are ca- 


pable of happineſs diſtinct from that 
of their bodies, and becauſe they are 


immortal, are capable of an everlaſting 


happineſs. Now, our ſouls being the 


beſt part of ourſelves, and eternity 


being of infinitely the higheſt conſe- 
quence, the greateſt wiſdom is to ſe- 
cure the intereſt of our ſouls and 
of eternity, though it be with loſs, 
and to the prejudice of our temporal 
and inferior intereſts. Therefore, we 
ought to endeavour rather to ſecure 
inward peace than outward. caſe, to 


- be. mare careful to avoid everlaſting 


and intolerable torment, than ſhort 
and light afflictions which are but for 


a moment. Iii ſhort, our main . 
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eſt iy to be as happy as we can, | and 


as long as is poſſible. If, therefore, ae.s 
we be caſt into ſuch circumſtances, 4. — 


that we mut be either in part : and for 
a time, or elſe wholly and always mi- 
ſerable, the beſt i is to chuſe 
the greateſt and moſt laſting happi- 
neſs, but the leaſt and ſhorteſt miſery. 
Upon this account reaſon and religion 
prefer that happineſs which is at God's 
right hand for evermore, before the 
ſhort and tranſitory pleaſures of this 


world. 


* 


A vicious courſe of life is attended 
by an innumerable train of miſeries. 
It - darkens the intellectual faculties, 
transforms men into brutes, and en- 
gages them in a weariſome purſuit 
of pleaſures, which prove inferior in 
Poſſeſſion to what they are in idea, 


8 


19 and 


as. 8 E Nu. ON IX. 


and n of making their admirers 
1 bappy, conclude i in vanity and vexa- 
Bion of ſpirit. But religion opens 
A fuch a ſcene of comfort, ſuch a ſpring 
8 perpetual delight, as we cannot 
meet with in the whole circle of ſen- 

. ſual enjoyments. This is happineſs 
5 to reflect that good men, angels, and 
3 God himſelf, look upon us with an 
eye of complacence, to find that our 
conduct is agreeable to right reaſon, 
and our conſcience ſatisfied with that 
conduct. Such pleaſure as this is not 
like the vain dream of a libertine; it 
affects the immortal part of us, and 
will go with us into eternal regions. 


If religion was an human inſtitu- 
tion only, every wiſe man would cheer- 
fully ſubmit to its laws and rules, as 

an 8 infiiegtion of the greateſt wiſdom, 


LY and 
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and moſt conducive to the happineſs 
of mankind; fince the grand buſineſs 
and prime deſign of it is to regulate 
thoſe paſſions which diſturb our quiet, 
and are pernicious, not only to private 


perſons, but alſo to Public ſocieties, 


What pleaſant companions are tem- 


perance, meekneſs, patience, benevo- 


lence, and a forgiving temper! How. 


calm are the paſſions of one who lives 


under the influence of religion! How 
compoſed the mind ! Has he not a 
paradiſe within him! Does he not 
enjoy an earneſt and foretaſte of hea- 


ven, where love, and j Joy, and * 
abound! 


Intellectual pleaſures are infinitely | 


preferable to thoſe of ſenſe, both in 
reſpe& of their nature and duration. 
The brute is upon a level with us, or 


1 ha perhaps 


N a 
© LS RAY +4 1. 
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perhaps has a quicker perception of 
| bodily pleaſures ; but in thoſe of the 


mind me partake with the higheſt or- 


der of created beings. They are united 
to the immortal ſpirit, and rife in their 
worth 1 to our 9 
| 8 85 in virtue. : 


T0 When the e chriſtian approaches 
the throne of grace to confeſs his un- 
' worthineſs and dependance ; to ac- 
knowledge the infinite wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs of the Creator, and to 
beſeech him to ſhed the light of divine 
wiſdom into his ſoul, what a celeſtial 
ardor does he feel ! what a ſpring of 
delight and joy | He throws himſelf, 
without reſerve, on the protection of 
the Almighty, is ſecure under the 
ſhadow of his wings, which cover him 

in all places, and is perſuaded that he 
| | wall 
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wilt never forfake him, but conduct Le, 


him through the perils of life to A 5 
11 of nN felicity. 8 


What a delightful but 1 it to be 
employed in refining our nature, and 
making it ſhine forth with that bright- 
neſs of which the Redeemer has made 
it capable. To regulate our paſſions, 
to form our manners to piety and 
virtue, and to be riſing daily to ſupe- 
rior excellence, is a pleaſing taſk, a la- 
bour of which we can never repent. 


Religion directs us to an innocent 
and inoffenſive converſation, and re- 
quires us to do all the good offices in 
our power to all our fellow-creatures, 
and therefore puts us in the faireſt 
way of living eaſy in the world, and of 
ganing the favour and eſteem of our 


acquaint- 


oy | , a 
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1 2 


* gequaintance. - To ſpend: our time in 
inſtructing the ignorant, - comforting 


H tze diſtreſſed, feeding the hungry, 


ciloathing the naked, is to afford light 

to thoſe that ſit in darkneſs, and life and 
joy to thoſe who are ready to periſh. 
What can give greater happineſs than 


TY to ſupply the ſpiritual and bodily ne- 


- . ceffities of our brethren ; to have the 


_ honour of being the happy inſtrument 


of doing much good where there is 
5 ſuch a neceflity for goodneſs] _ _ 


To conclude ; let us ai the 
proſpects with which religion enter- 
tains us, and we ſhall ſee wherein our 
trueſt * conſiſts. 


Plan i is capable of looking back into 
paſt ages, and forward into futurity ; 
of reflecting on the favours that have 
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been conferred on him; and of anti- 
cipating happineſs by conſidering what 
he ſhall enjoy hereafter. Religion 
preſents this capacity in the human 
ſoul, with various objects of contem- 
plation, which lead us into heaven, 
and give us an earneſt of its felicities. 

The attributes of God, the creation 
of the world, che redemption of man- 
kind, the efficacy of divine grace, the 


reſurrection of the dead, and everlaſt- 


ing happineſs, are topicks which can- 
not fail to enlighten the ſoul, and fil 
her with e and ſerenity. 


To meditate on that Omnipotence 
which can bring water out of rocks, 
and pour down manna from heaven, 
calm the rage of the ſea, and the mad- 
neſs of the people; ſtop the mouths 
of lions, and quench the flames of a 
| LCs Jones: oa | fiery 


- — 


4 $25 Sh, bs 
Hery Hung: this che our 


faith, confirms our hope, and enables 
us to tread under foot every! fear and 


| uneaſy apprehenſion. SAX 


| Wuen v we böhniler that the Supreme 
Being ſees the whole frame of things, 
and comprehiends their various na- 
_ tures; that he knows whiat 1s beſt for 
us, and perceives the latent effect of 
every diſpenſation, we ſhall no longer 
weary ourſelves with our own coun- 
ſels, but throw all our cares upon him 
who careth for our happineſs. 


So When we torn our thoughts to the 
- unbounded goodneſs of God, who 
brought us into exiſtence | that we 
might be capable of happineſs, and 
after diſobedience had ruined us ſent 
his own ſon to reinſtate us in his fa- 
Wn vour, 


” 


n Me e a 


vour, and open to us the everlaſting 
doors; who vouchſafes us the aſſiſt- 
ance and conduct of bis holy ſpirit, 
and ſtriyes by the greateſt hopes, and 
by alt the arts of kindneſs and love to 
perſuade us to our intereſt, our hearts 
overflow with joy and gratitude, and 
acquieſce in the good pleaſure of ſuch 
a bountiful, and gracious Being. 


To lock back upon a well-pent 
life, and to reflect that we have ſerved. 
aur Maker, been uſeful in the world, 
and. employed our time and faculties. 
as rational creatures ought to.do, will 
give us boldneſs and comfort at the ' 
approach of death. Our rejoicing is 
this, the teſti mony of 0 our conſcience, that 
in ſimplicity and godly | fincerity we baue 
| had our - converſation" in the world, This 
| wh at WA make us truſt in the 
| Protection 


* 91 
* 


wa, 


th com 9 5 mind. 
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Protection of Divine Providence, the 
© © moſt defirable-bleſſing, and abſolutely 


neceſſary in a ſtate of danger and vi- 
ciflitude. The mind will not deſpond 


under difficulties when it is aſcertained 
that Omnipotence is engaged in its 
flavour. The aſſurance of having a 


Being for our protector and guardian, 


who can avert every real evil, and turn 


every accident to our benefit and ad- 


vantage, will inſpire us with invinci- 


ble courage, and enable us to meet 
afflictions, or death itſelf, in the moſt 
formidable 1 d a ſerene and 


* 4 i 
: 4 


10 compleat the ſcene, we are p pre- 


Ni with a tranſporting view of 


eternal glory, prepared for all that 
. the laws and rules of the gol- 


95. n upon ſuch paſſages as 
theſe, 


Tr $'ERMON IX. a 


theſe, 1 know that my Redeemer livetb. 
' When this earthly tabernacle is diſſolved, 
I baue an bouſe not made with hands 
eternal in the heavens. There is laid up 
for me à crown of righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord the righteous judge ſhall give 
ne at that day, when the laſt trump 
ſhall awake me out of the ſleep of 


death. My body ſhall be raiſed to 


life, in the'image of the glorious body 
of Chriſt. I ſhall hear that com- 
fortable ſentence, pronounced by the 
judge in the preſence of all mankind, 
and an innumerable company of an- 
gels: Well done, good and faithful er- 
vant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
ord; and then ſhall I, with all the 
_ righteous, enter into life eternal. Can 
we reflect on this, and not own 
that religion which opens ſuch a glo- 
258 rious ſcene 1s the true path to hap- 
7 pineſs? 
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pineſs? Has it not worth enough to 


recommendd it to our choice? If we 


deſire to be free from uneaſy paſſions; 
to perform ſuch exerciſes as bring ra- 
tional and intellectual pleaſure; 

have the aſſurance of divine = 


and proteſtion in this life, and the 


proſpect of eternal felicity in the next, 
we thall take care to hve righteouſly, 


| godly, and ſoberly, and to keep al- 
ways.a conſcience void of ' offence to- 


wards God and man. This, and this 


. alone, is real ſolid happineſs. Deſiſt 
ttzten, ob! vain man, whoever thou 


art, from the purſuits of thoſe enjoy- 
ments which have only the appearance 
of pleaſure, but are in reality attended 
with vexation of ſpirit, remorſe of 
conſcience, and every thing that is 
painful to thoſe who make a right uſe 
of their reaſon and underſtanding, and 
6 3 | arg 


2 
- 
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are fully perſuaded they muſt live for 
eceyer with fallen ſpirits, or with faints | 
| and angels, | 


If we lay theſe things ſeriouſly to 
heart, we muſt conclude, that to be 
happy is to be virtuous and good, be- 

cauſe that is to excel many others; it 
is happineſs to grow better, becauſe 
that is to excel ourſelves; nay, it is 
happineſs to mortify and ſubdue our 
: paſſions, becauſe that is victory; and 
bappy is the man that bath this wiſdom, 


and that getteth this under ſtanding, 
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For if that frft covenant ; bad been faule- 
. teſs, then fhould no place have been 
A * the PER. | | 


| HE thor 50 this epiſtle find- 

1 ing the perſons to whom he 
wrote; relapſing from the chriſtian 
to the jewiſh diſpenſation, ſhews 
by many and unanſwerable argu- 
ments, taken from the nature, de- 
ſign, and end of this inſtitution, 


that it was only calculated for one 


* nation, and at a certain 


— 


Q2- period 


period of time was to 1 and make 
room for the uſhering in of another, 
far more excellent and glorious, bet- 
ter adapted to promote true and real 
goodneſs, and the eternal happineſs 
* of mankind. God, ſays the holy pen- 
man, at the beginning of: the firſt 
chapter, «who at ſundry Times, and in 
devers manners, ſpake iu times poſt un- 
to the fathers, by-the' prophets, hath in 
theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by bis ſon. 
For having created man for noble 
purpoſes, to tove, ſerve, and obey his 
| Maker, he was careful in all ages, by 
1 the various manifeſtations of his will, 
to acquaint him with his duty, and 
to ſhew him what was good. dee 
Ch ** Lord required af him. 
Ani. eit 10 bas kn | 
WE In order, hereunto, beſides ec thai 
of nature, God was pleaſed to-ſuperadd 


bolt „ * that 
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that of revelation, making gradual dif- 
coveries of himſelf and his will, which 
ill in every age and period of the 
church, hone with a brighter and 
more glorious luſtre, the nearer the 


dun of Righteouſneſs was to his riſing. . — 


But yet this diſpenſation proving in- 
effectual to make the comers thereun- 
to perfect, eonſiſting only of meats 
and drinks, and divers waſhings, and 
carnal ordinances, impoſed upon them 
until the times of reformation, and, in 
its own nature, incapable of being ex- 
tended to the remoter paris of the 
world, what can be more reaſonable 
to believe concerning God, than that 
He, who is good to all, and whoſe. 
tender mercies are over all his works; 

who hath made of one blood the 
whole nation and common-Mealth of 
Mankind; and is the God not of the 


23 Jews 


* 


L & 
* 
— 
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Jews but of the Gentiles alſo (as gt. 


Paul excellently argues in his epiſtle 


to the Romans) I ſay, what ean be 
more reaſonable to believe, , than that 
he ſhould ſome time or other, make 


ſuch a general revelation of his will to 


mankind,” as ſhould in all times and 


places be a perfect and compleat rule 
of duty, extending to, and obliging 
all, and which ſhould never ſtand in 


need of One” . ee or al. 
. ' 


- 


/ Now, the Jewiſh religion (hieb, in 
the words of the text, is ſtiled the firſt 
covenant) though it had conſiderable 


advantages above the light of nature, 

and was the only law God had then 

given, yet was very weak and ineffec- 
tual to the great end of righteouſneſs 


ad true holineſs, and to raiſe man to 
thr £ _ that 


** 


that perfection of goodneſs, of which 
human nature, through the grace of 
God; is capable. Nay, fo extremely 
ſhort did it fall of this degree of per- 
fection, that the apoſtle, at the ſeventh 


chapter, eighteenth: and nineteenth 
verſes, chargeth it with weakneſs and 


unprofitableneſs : For there is vertly, 
ſays he, @ diſannulling of the command- 
ment going before fur the weakneſs and 
 unprofitableneſs thereof, for the lam madle 
nothing: perfect; that 1s, in degree and 
compariſon to what was r and 
in ſome reſpects needful. 

ste find 18/17 Io 251 nd wer þ 
H we conſider its ceremomes, we 
ſhall find no real or intrinſick good- 
neſs in them, to commend them to 


our practice; if we examine its po- 
miſes of ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings, 


which are the ſtrongeſt motives to 
obedience, we ſhall find it very imper- 


01 24 ; fect 
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an | $S$TRKMON x. 
gand its ability to procure an abſolu- 
tion as to conſcience, and deliverance 
from death, we ſnhall find that it could 
not purchaſe pardon for any who 
had broken it, nor make the wor- 
ſhippers of God perfect. as — 
— E ak 


2 1 . ve Þ 1 


* rom itheſe; * crbperfactions 
of that diſpenſation, . the apoſtle urges 
the neceſſity of diſannulling it, and 
bringing in a more perfect inſtitution, 
which ſhould ſupply all the defects 
and weakneſſes of that firſt covenant, 
and really and truly effect all which 

the jewiſh religion attempted, but 

| — Res th ON For 
then ſlould no ple be been n Jug jo 
4 


„ 8 , 
: 741 * , Sz < 
: : & & LIES 
+ 7 — © #& v3 4 


"7 


9a 


8E RMON x 
* men theſe words, I mal 
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* Fut. Shew the eee , ex- 
cellence of the chriſtian: —— above 
n Let 2443 | 


Secondly. By way ak 1 e 3 | 
ſhall examine what effect it ought to 
haye upon our lives and converſation, 
from its ane and excellence. 


* I am to » ſhew wy var 
ond excellence of the chriſtian l 1550 


ns the Maass n 


” "ie the AR ble 5 pe | 
diſpenſation above the jewiſh œcono- 
my, appears in this, that the Moſaic 
diſpenſation was almoſt wholly made 
. up of types and ſhadows, whereas 
the goſpel diſpenſation has brought in 
His 7. Wy the 
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the truth and ſubſtance. The Jewiſh 
ordinances were but ſhadows of good 
things to come, ſenſible repreſentations 
of:what was to follow after. Their 
ceremonies were figures of thoſe things 
that are true; their land of Canaan 
typified heaven. Moſes and Joſhua 
were types of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Iſraelites after the fleſh,” of the 
true Iſrael after the ſpirit. All their 
expiatory facrifices did but repre- 
ſent that great ſacrifice; hereby 
Chriſt offered up himſelf, and by his 
own blood purged away the ſins of 
mankind. - Indeed, the moſt minute 
and inconſiderable circumſtances of 
the jewiſh ceconomy were intended as 
little lights, that might gradually 
uſher in the a _ of the gol- 
pel. ar tu SR i» 953 
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Again; The pre-eminence of the 
chriſtian religion above the jewiſh diſ- 
penſation appears in this, that we 
are redeemed from thoſe many and 
burthenſome impoſitions, wherewith 
they were clogged, and are now obliged 
only to a more eaſy and rational ſer- 
vice. The law was a very grievous 
and ſervile diſpenſation, - conſiſting 
of carnal ordinances, coſtly duties, 
ſplendid ſacrifices, and innumerable 
rites and ceremonies. Its profeſſors 
were bound to undergo the painful 
ceremony of circumciſion; to abſtain 
from many ſorts of food; to keep 
multitudes of ſolemn and ſtated times; 
new moons and ceremonial ſabbaths ; 
to make long and tedious journies to 
Jeruſalem ; to offer their ſacrifices' at 
the temple; to obſerve daily waſhings 
and purifications ; to uſe infinite care 


* and caution in every place; for if they 
did but touch an unclean thing, be- 
ſides their preſent confinement, it put 
them to the expence of a ſacrifice, and 
ſome troubleſome and coſtly ſervices 
were required of them. Severe, in- 


diſeed, was its bondage, heavy were its 


burthens; ſo ſevere and heavy, that 
under the weight of them, good men 
in all ages did groan, and earneſtly 
breathed after the times of reforma- 
tion; nay, the apoſtles. themſelves 
aſſure us, it was a yoke which neither 
tmey nor their fathers were able to 


But this yoke is taken off from our 
: ſhoulders ; this burthen is removed 
from us, and a way opened into the 
liberty of the children of God. The 
*. treated mankind like children in 
their 
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their minority. We ate freed from 
the rod and laſh of its tutorage, and 

are no more ſubject to the ſeverities of 
its command. All theſe ſeverities our 
Lord has removed, freed us from that 

ſervile and troubleſome” way of wor- 
ſhip, and brought in a more manly, and 
more rational religion, more ſuitable 
to the perfection of God, more ac- 

commodated to the reaſon and under- 
ſtanding of men. A religion incom- 
parably the wiſeſt and beſt that ever 
took place in the world, as wholly 
tending to advance real and ſubſtantial 
goodneſs, to reform the minds and 
manners of men, and make us like 
that holy and perfect Being, 1 in whoſe 
ſervice we are thus engaged. The 
religion of the Jews was not there- 
fore eſtabliſhed becauſe good and ex- 
cellent in itſelf, but fof its ſuitable- 


neſs 
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neſs to the temper of that people for 
whom it was deſigned. Happy we, 
whom the gofpel has freed from thoſe 
laviſh and intolerable obſervances to 
Which they were obliged, - and has 
taught to ſerve our Maker in a way 
far better, more acceptable, more hu- 
mane, more natural, and in which 
we have larger meaſures of divine 
aſſiſtance afforded us, than were ever 
given to the Jews under their diſpen- 
ſation. All cheſe conſpire to render 
our way ſmooth, plain, and eaſy, al- 
together free from thoſe hindrances, 
which were the natural and conſtant 
Tn of the Moſaical inſtitu- 
Our burthen is now eaſy, and 


= I is light, as our Lord himſelf 
tells us, Tale my yoke upon you, for 5 


ws 5 e en is eee, 
va A 8 3 


— 
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; Further till, the pre- eminence of 
the chriſtian rehgion above the Moſaic: 

inſtitution, appears in this, that the 
Sſpenſarion of the goſpel is founded 
upon more noble and excellent pro- 
miſes (or as it is expreſſed in the 
vVvords immediately preceding the text, 

a better. covenant eftabliſhed upon better 
promiſes). The law, finaly conſidered, 
as a particular covenant which God 
made with the Jews, had no ſpiritual. 
bleſſings annexed to it. Plenty, proſ- 


perĩty, and happineſs in this life, were 


the only promiſes which it expreſsly 
held forth. Ido not ſay, but that 
under the Old Teſtament there were 
promiſes of ſpiritual things, and of 

eternal happineſs. But theſe, though 
they were under the law, yet were 
they not of the law: nor theſe bleſs; 
ings by the Levitical prieſthood, but 
b ; by 
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by * promiſes of a 
future Saviour. On the contrary, un- 
der the chriſtian -cxconomy, the pro- 
miſes e def more clear and 
ſpirĩtunl. Not a temporal Canaan, 
external proſperity, or pardow of ce- 
of. inls pgebadiacioct with God, and 
everlaſting life, are plainly and clearly 
| eee 1 8 
22 1 1. rl 
Neither 10 nor Gentile had "oY 
fired expectation of a future ſtate, and 
the law of Moſes did not enlarge its 
proſpect beyond the bounds of a tem- 
poral and earchly felicity; while what- 
ever ſpiritual bleſſings were propoſed 
to the Jews, were obſeure and dark, 
and very ſew of the people underſtood 
them. But our Bleſſed Saviour has 
put the caſe beyond all peradventure, 
46 e and 


ay the reſurrection of himſelf, 
and aſcenſion into the higheſt hea- 
vens, has given us the pledge and 
aſſurance of a future immortality. 
The veil is now taken off, and life 
and immortality brought to Ii ght by the 
_ goſpel; inaſmuch as he has given us 
the cleareſt account concerning the 
ſtate of another life. For now we 


have ſufficiently revealed the inviſible 
things of another world, and are 
plainly told what that heaven is, 
which is promiſed to good men; a 
ſtate of ſpiritual joys ; of rational de- 
lights; a conformity of ours to the 
divine nature; a being made like to 
God; and an endleſs and uninter- 


e communion with him. 


Athly. The pre- eminence of the 


chriſtian above the jewiſh inſtitution 


i.. appears 
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pdf them. They were altogether de- 
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appears in this, that the covenant; of 
the law had not thoſe ſpiritual pro- 
miſes contained in it of the grace and 
aſſiſtance of the holy ſpirit, which are 
Wannen ae . toy 


- Great and! heavy were the com- 
| ai which the law laid upon the 
Jes; and, at the ſame time, it left 
them deſtitute of thoſe many and great 
advantages of inward afliſtance, which. 
vere wholly neceſſary to the fulfilling 


void of thoſe powerful aids, which are 
requiſite for us in our preſent ſtate. Ir 
could do nothing, ſays the apoſtle, in that 
it was weak through tbe fleſh, and by 
reaſon of the weakneſs and unprofit- 
ableneſs thereof, it could make nothing 
perfect. This circumſtance alone made 
it a heavy Joke; ſince what was en- 

- Joined 
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joined was fo difficult and trouble- 


ſome, and the aſſiſtances it gave ſo 
ſmall, and inconfiderable. Becauſe of 


this great defect, the law is faid to be 
a ſtate of bondage and-ſervitude ; and 
on the contrary, the goſpel, by rea- 


ſon. of this mighty advantage, is called 
a ſtate of adoption and liberty. For 


the goſpel diſpenſation does not only 


preſcribe ſuch laws as are moſt  ac- 


commodated to the true temper of 


human nature, adapted to the rea- 
ſon of mankind, and ſuch as pru- 
dence itſelf would have chalked out, 
upon account of their eſſential and in- 
trinſick goodneſs, but it affords ſuch 
plentiful aſſiſtances of the divine ſpi- 


rit, that thereby our vitiated faculties _ 
are repaired, and we enabled (though _ 


encompaſſed with fuch weakneſs, and 
beſet by ſo many temptations) to hold 


R 2 on. 
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on in the paths of virtue and religion, 
and run with patience the race that is 
Nt before us. Upon this the apoſtle 
lays great ſtreſs, as a main difference 
between theſe two coyenants, namely, 
that the firſt gave an external law; 


he 


but the new covenant offers inward. 


grace and aſſiſtance to enable men to 
obedience, and hath an inward and 
powerful efficacy upon their minds 


nnn its e A; 
o% 34 3 Oh 4 
4 cthly. - The laft as which I 
"ſhall mention of this doctrine, is this, 
that it is of univerſal / extent, both 
__ _ to _ and time. 


ps 


- That ths jeniſh- ado: was — 1 
en to inſtruct and oblige all 
mankind, the whole frame and tenor 
e n ſets forth, being par- 


(19 3 1 ticularly 
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| ticularly adapted to that nation, and 


confined within the narrow limits of ju- 


dea. In J udah only was God known, 


and his name was great in Iſrael. He 
ſnewed his words unto Jacob, and his 


ſtatutes and judgments unto. Iſrael; 
but he did not deal ſo with any other 
nation, neither had the heathen know- 
ledge of his laws. In thoſe times the 
knowledge of God was confined prin- 
cipally to the Jews; God ſuffering 
other nations to walk in their on 
ways, the ways of ſuperſtition and 
; idolatry ; 3 being aliens from the common- 
wealth of Iſrael ; gran gers to the cove- 
nant of promiſe ; havi 29 no hope, and 
without God in tbe worli; and therefore 
particularly deſcribed under this cha- 
racter, the Gentiles which knew not God. 


But the goſpel bab a much wider 
(phere't to act in, as vaſt and extenſive 
; 3d 1+ R 3 


as. 
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as the world irtelf. Our * gave 
commiſſion to His diſciples to go 
into all nations, and preach the glad 
tidings of peace to every creature. 

Accordingly heir found went into all 
the pſi: and their words unto the 
ends of the world; by which means 
the grace of God, that brings ſalvation, 
appeared unto all nen, and the goſpel 
Was, or will be in due time, preached = 
unto all nations under heaven; ſo that 
now, as the apoſtle expreſſes himſelf, 
there is neither Jew nor Greek, neither 
bond nor free, but we are all one in 
Chrift Feſus ; ; and in every nation be 
that feareth God, and worketh righte- 
| ufo, 15 accepted. with bin 4 


. 
Lo 


Nor is it of leſs undvrrſal tatirdde 
and extent with reſpect to time. The 
jewiſh diſpenſation was only tempo- 
rary, to eontinue for a certain term of 


4 | years, 


_ — 
"of, MRO 
4 nnd 


the aboliſhing'the jewiſh diſpenſation, 
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goſpel was to be an everlaſting cvve- 
nant, atid continue to the end of the 


world: The coming of the Meſſiah was 
to put an end to the former covenant, 


and the evangelical ſtate conſequent 
upon it; was to equal the age and du- 
ration of the world, as being the laſt 


diſpenſation that God would make to 
mankind. God, ſays the author to the 
Hebrews; who ut ſundry times, and in di- 


vers manners, pute in time paſt by the 


prophets unto the fathers, hath in theſe la 
days ſpoken unte ur by bis Son: The 


ſame apoſtle alſo ſays; Yet once more 
1 8 not the earth only, But alſo bea- 
ven. From which words he argues 


and bringing in another that ald 
ae E Als. jr 9 | 


* 
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r Having thus ſhewn how the chriſ- 
tian religion excels the Moſaic diſpen- 
ſation, and ſupplies all thoſe defects, 
weakneſſes; and imperfections, which 
were found in that inſtitution; or as 
the prophet Daniel expreſſes it, hath 
brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
that is, hath confirmed thoſe laws of 
holineſs and righteouſneſs, which were 
of indiſpenſible and eternal obli- 
gation; I proceed by way of ap- 
plication, to ſhew the influence it 
ought to have upon our lives and 
actions, from its manifeſt de 
and excellenciey. 5 - 


No ow it 8 PH 8 of our ria; 
wb coming into the world, and the 
chriſtian. diſpenſation be every way 
fitted and adapted, to- advance. real 
ws 1 bſtantial holineſs, to reform the 

x $f minds 


and in order hereunto hath freed us 


ing larger aſſiſtances towards the per- 


ſuch as will every way gratify the de- 


a reproach and ſhame will it be to us, 
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ins and manners of men, and make 


them as excellently. good as this im- 


perfect ſtate of mortality is capable of; 


from many laws, heavy and trou- 


: bleſome, but no. way tending to pro- 1 | 


- 


mote that which was really and truly 
good, and brought in a more manly. 
and rational way: of worſhip, afford- 


formance of our duty, and ſtronger 
motives to engage us to perſevere and 
continue in it, not temporal and tran- 
ſitory, but ſpiritual and permanent, 


- = 
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ſires of our. ſouls, and extend to the 
full ſatis faction of every power and 
faculty of them; I ſay, if this be ef- 
fected by the chriſtian inſtitution, what 


th have the happineſs to be under 
the 


= 


the ceremonial precepts, ought not we 
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the eee of this inſti: 
_ tution, if the temper of our mind, and 
tenor of our converſation, be not in 


me meaſure anſwerable to its excel“ 


lence? Is it not a very unſuitable 
way. of commemorating the benefits 


of the goipel diſpenſation, that ini- 
quity ſhould now more abound, and 


that our love of God, and zeal for his 


ſervice, ſhould now be moſt cold; 
when it ought Seat active and 
* a 


ne peeper u retiven; wth: is to be 
more fervent and ardent in our ſup- 
plications and prayers; and we have 


no excuſe now, if our converſation be 


not ſuch as becometh the goſpel of 
Chriſt. If our Lord had added to 


to have complied with them? How 
„ much 
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"Idan more then, when having Slate 

ted out the band. writing of ordinancrt 
- that was againſt us, he has enjoined 
only a more ſpiritual and reafonable 
ſervice. We are not now engaged to 
the ſervice of thoſe rituals, which 

were commanded the Jews; but, be- 
ing freed from them, have more time 
and Teifure for performing the more 
ſubſtantial parts of religion, which, 

if we do not, now we have this op- 
portunity, greater and heavier will bee 
our puniſnment. The greater helps 
and advantages we have of being good, 

the greater things may be juſtly ex- 

pected from us, and larger returns of 

duty required at our hands. If a Jew, 

moved only by the promiſe of tempo- 

ral rewards, could be wrought upon, 

as much as in him lay, to live up 

to the terms of that rigorous diſ- 
n penſation; 


4 
* 
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ponſation ;. how much more qught - 


we. chriſtians, .. whoſe. promiſes. are 
greater, and rewards more excellent; 
to be hereby incited to a diligent per- 
formance of that condition, which 
is. required of us in * to ſal⸗ 


| vation. 1 


_ us, them, ks 3 ah name we of 


Chrif,. and profeſs. ourſelves to be his 


diſciples, depart from all iniquity. Let 
us ſee well, if there be any way of wick- 


repentance return unto God. Let us fo 
employ our time, a great part of which 


the Jews were obliged to ſpend in their 


ceremonial performances, which pro- 


| fited nothing, and availed not to make 
the comers... hereunto perfect; let 


us ſo employ dur time, that it may 


end to to the e of the Mm 


i: 11 | , 
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man, to the making ourſelves wiſer 
and better, knowing, that ve cannot 


now eſcape if We . fo great a 
ſalvation. 
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